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The 34th
annual
MLK Dream
Big Parade
returned
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Extraordinary parants
The St. Petersburg Metropolitan Section of the National Council of Negro Women
presented the 36th Annual MLK Leadership Awards event on Monday, Jan. 17.
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, this is the second year the Leadership Awards
event has been on a virtual platform.

Mayor Ken Welch enjoyed
the MLK Parade
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer
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Moving Forward: The
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Leadership Awards
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Mcah Poole is all in!
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ST. PETERSBURG — The
St. Petersburg Metropolitan Section of the National Council of
Negro Women (SPMS-NCNW)
presented the 36th Annual MLK
Leadership Awards event on Jan.
17. The virtual event, hosted by
author Karen Davis-Pritchett, featured empowering words and inspirational
songs
and
interspersed throughout the program video clips of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. delivering segments of his now-famous
speeches.
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, this is the second year the

Leadership Awards event has
been on a virtual platform.
Following an opening prayer
by Pastor Clarence Williams of
the Greater Mt. Zion AME
Church and a breathtaking rendition of “Lift Every Voice and
Sing” performed collectively by
HBCU students from around the
country, Ethel Peeples-Robinson,
president of the SPMS-NCNW,
said that though COVID-19
stopped many annual events in
the community, “it didn’t stop
NCNW from sharing and giving
back to our community and our
deserving eligible high school
students.”
“Today, we celebrate Dr.
King’s birthday,” she said, “by

recognizing leaders in our community and by awarding selected
local high school students with
college scholarships. By doing
this, we’re keeping Dr. King’s
legacy alive.”
Keynote speaker Mayor Ken
Welch said that the program’s
“Moving Forward” theme is appropriate and providential on
many levels.
“On so many aspects of our
current circumstance, we have a
clear choice,” he said. “We can
make the intentional and often
difficult choice to move forward,
or, if we fail to bring focus, partnership, and urgency to the challenges before us, we will slide
See AWARDS, page 9

2022 Interfaith Memorial Service:
‘Reaching for Human Excellence’
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer
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ST. PETERSBURG — Interfaith Tampa Bay and Hillsborough County Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. Commemoration Committee jointly
presented the annual MLK Interfaith Memorial Service entitled “Reaching for Human
Excellence” on Jan. 16.
Though Pinellas County
Commissioner Rene Flowers
was on hand to deliver her
keynote address at St. Jude
Cathedral, along with a few
other speakers, the program
was presented virtually due to
the ongoing pandemic.

Pinellas County Commissioner Rene Flowers
and USF Professor Roy Kaplan
Flowers noted that in times
of American slavery, a part of
that bondage was withholding
the ability to read and write

from Black people, as it remained elusive.
“Even today, those without
the skill set of reasonable read-

ST. PETERSBURG – The nation’s longest-running parade honoring Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., saw
thousands of people descend on
downtown to celebrate the life and
legacy of a man that shifted a nation
and transformed culture through
nonviolence.
Due to the pandemic, the annual
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Dream
Big Parade was forced to go virtual
last year, but this year’s crowds saw
more than 100 groups, dozens of
floats, and marching bands from colleges and high schools from all over
the southeast.
With COVID-19 still raging, the
crowds were smaller than in years
past. Organizers stressed wearing
masks and social distancing as much
as possible on the parade route.
Monday’s parade was the first
Ken Welch spent as mayor, and it was
also his first public outing after contracting COVID earlier this month.
“As the first parade coming back
from the pandemic, it was great to
see the folks out — they were spread
out along the route, which is good to
see. I saw quite a few masks as well,”
Welch said.
Welch said the parade signifies
progress for St. Pete.
“What I felt today was a real
sense of hope, a real sense among
folks that we are going to make those
positive steps forward so that the entire community feels part of the
progress of our city,” Welch said.
Welch hit the ground running
after his Jan. 6 inauguration, ready to
tackle persistent problems that
plague the city, such as affordable
housing, skyrocketing rents, and
said he’s working on “putting more
affordable apartments on the
ground.”
“The message has always been
‘inclusive progress for our city going
forward’ so that we don’t become exclusive; that we don’t separate, and
we don’t ignore the real issues that
we face every day. Whether it’s housing, or the issue of neighborhood
safety, or the issue of how we redevelop the Trop in a truly inclusive and
equitable way going forward,” he
stated.

See INTERFAITH, page 10

See PARADE, page 15
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Are you interested in being a radio guest?
Radio Personality Princess Denise Wright
of Matters of the Heart Radio Ministry
is looking forward to you being a guest on
her global radio broadcasting network on
99.1 FM JAMS. Matters of the Heart Radio
Ministry has been broadcasting for the past 16 years locally and
internationally, all the way into Jamaica. For additional information
about scheduling a guest interview or promoting your business,
book, music CD or non-profit organization, please call 727-488-8818
or email princessdenise.8818@yahoo.com
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CITY OF ST. PETERSBURG
NOTICE OF INTENT TO DISPOSE OF
CITY-OWNED REAL ESTATE
The CITY OF ST. PETERSBURG is in receipt of an offer from Green Mills Group,
LLC and Advantage Village Academy, Inc. to develop ±2.18 acres of City-owned
property generally located at 2100 18th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, Florida 33712,
Legal Description: Lot 2, Block 1, Tacra Phase III, Parcel ID#25-31-16-88981-001-0020.
The property is located within the South St. Petersburg Community Redevelopment
Area. A copy of the offer can be obtained from the City of St. Petersburg, Municipal
Services Center, Real Estate & Property Management Department, 9th Floor,
One - 4th Street North, St. Petersburg, Florida 33701 or on the City's website:
www.stpete.org/realestate.
Notice is hereby given pursuant to F.S. 163.380, that the CITY OF ST. PETERSBURG
is inviting any alternative proposals from private developers, or any persons,
interested in providing an alternative proposal undertaking the lease, purchase, or
development of the site. Proposals must be delivered not later than 10:00 A.M. (ET),
February 16, 2022 to City of St. Petersburg, Real Estate & Property Management,
Municipal Services Center, One – 4th Street North-9th Floor, St. Petersburg, Florida
33701. Preferred method of proposal delivery is via email to Dennis Weber,
Real Estate Coordinator, at dennis.weber@stpete.org. Proposals received after the
specified time and date for any reason will NOT be considered.
The CITY OF ST. PETERSBURG shall consider all qualified proposals and may
accept such alternative proposal as it deems to be in the public interest.

Faith Memorial once again
celebrated Christmas by helping
families in need
BY LYNN GORDON
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG –
For the second year,
Faith Memorial Missionary Baptist Church celebrated Christmas with
some
extraordinary
guests and in a special
way last month. The congregation hosted the
community and families
with its second Annual
Faithland
Christmas
Praise and Angel Tree
Worship Service. The
evening was hosted in
partnership with the
Faith Music Ministry,
Brotherhood Ministry,
Hospitality Ministry, and
the Decorations Ministry.
Several Angel Tree
Christmas program families joined the Faith congregation for the drive-in
worship service held on
Faithland, the church’s
vacant lot on 18th Avenue
South. The Angel Tree
Christmas program is
part of the Prison Fellow-

ship Ministry that helps
strengthen relationships
between
incarcerated
parents and their children by sending messages
of
love
accompanied by Christmas gifts that members
of congregations like
Faith graciously donate.
Although this is
Faith’s third year participating in the Angel Tree
Christmas
program
under the leadership of
the Brotherhood Ministry, this is the second
year that the service has
been held on Faith Land
to accommodate better
the challenges presented
by the ongoing pandemic. The Faith congregation
has
wholeheartedly
embraced the effort, as 50
children were recipients
of Christmas gifts.
Just like last year, attendees could see and
hear the service from
their cars using a radio
transmitter or by sitting

under the stars in chairs
or on blankets. Music
performances were rendered by the Faith Ensemble, Jordan Bolds,
Natasha Cash, and Terry
White. The youth of Faith
participated by reading
scriptures related to
Jesus’ birth, and the congregation rejoiced during
the service as two youth
from Faith came to
Christ.
As the COVID-19 pandemic continues, Pastor
Robert A. Vinson, Jr. and
the Faith family continue
to look for ways to reach
the surrounding community by making the
church’s presence known
outside of the church
walls whenever possible.
The
congregation
continues worship service on Zoom each Sunday
at 10 a.m. and Bible study
each Tuesday at 7 p.m.
The Zoom ID # is 226 033
6850. Visitors are always
welcome to log on.
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County seeking your input on the
ARPA Nonprofits Capital Projects
Grant Program
PINELLAS COUNTY
– The Pinellas County
Government is seeking
your input on the
county’s ARPA Nonprofits Capital Projects Grant
Program, which the
Pinellas County Board
approved of County
Commissioners on Jan.
11.
This $19 million program is funded with the
county’s Coronavirus
Local Fiscal Recovery
Funds through the
American Rescue Plan
Act. It will support the
county’s nonprofit community as we recover
from the COVID-19 public health emergency.
The program’s goal
is to help address systemic public health and
economic
challenges
which, for certain populations, have been exacerbated by the pandemic
and contributed to the
pandemic’s unequal impact.
In support of this
goal, the county’s program will enable selected nonprofits to
purchase capital assets
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PINELLAS COUNTY CONSORTIUM
NOTICE OF FUNDING AVAILABILITY
CONSOLIDATED SUBMISSION FOR 2022-2023
FEDERAL, STATE, LOCAL
HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS
January 19, 2022
Pinellas County will begin accepting applications for FY 2022-2023 housing and community development projects. Project funding assistance is available through federal, state and local grant programs as outlined below.
Estimated FY 2022-2023 available federal funds are:
$ 2,601,626
$ 2,122,893
$ 214,845

Community Development Block Grant Entitlement and Program Income
HOME Investment Partnerships Program Entitlement and Program Income
Emergency Solutions Grant Program

Confirmation of 2022 federal grant funding levels has not yet been received. Funding levels identified
above are subject to change. The County expects final Federal funding levels to be released on or
before October 1, 2022
that have a useful life of
greater than five (5)
years. Potential eligible
capital asset costs may
include, but are not limited to:
• Vehicles
• Equipment
• Land
• Buildings
• Facility upgrades
• Refrigerators
• Solar Panels
The input you provide will help inform the
program’s design and
supports the county’s efforts to help ensure equity and inclusiveness.
The following survey
takes less than 15 minutes to complete, and
you will not be required
to provide additional in-

formation.
The survey will be
open through Jan. 26 at 5
p.m. EST.
To respond to the
survey in English, please
complete our Pinellas
County Nonprofit Needs
Assessment.
To respond to the
survey in Spanish, please
complete the Evaluación
de las necesidades de las
organizaciones sin fines
de lucro del Condado
Pinellas.
Pinellas County may
contact you directly to
seek additional information; however, completing the survey does not
obligate you to provide
additional information.

Community Development Block Grant Program (CDBG): The Federal Housing and Community
Development Act of 1974, as amended, provides Federal Community Development Block Grant
funds for projects that promote the development of viable, urban communities by providing decent
housing, a suitable living environment and expanded economic opportunities, principally for persons
of low and moderate-income (LMI).
The County anticipates having approximately $1,800,000 in CDBG funding available for new project
proposals for the following types of eligible activities which fall within the priority needs identified
in the County’s Consolidated Plan: (1) affordable housing development and preservation (2) public
facility improvement projects (including acquisition and construction/rehabilitation) which serve
low- to moderate-income areas and citizens or special needs populations, including the homeless
within the County’s jurisdiction; (3) public infrastructure projects in targeted areas and special districts; and (4) service and operation activities which serve low- to moderate-income areas and citizens
or special needs populations, including the homeless.
Pinellas County encourages innovative and sustainable design to include photovoltaic energy systems
(solar), energy and water efficient and environmentally sustainable features that incorporate green
building standards.
HOME Investment Partnerships Program (HOME): Title II of the Cranston-Gonzales National Affordable Housing Act of 1990, as amended, provides HOME funds for affordable housing activities
including building, buying, and/or rehabilitating affordable housing for rent or homeownership.
Pinellas County is in a consortium with the City of Largo and anticipates having approximately
$1,900,000 available for affordable housing activities. The City of Largo receives a portion of the
HOME funds as part of the Consortium and allocates funds to housing activities.

CONNEC T
W ITH US

Emergency Solutions Grant Program (ESG): The Homeless Emergency Assistance and Rapid Transition to Housing Act of 2009 (HEARTH Act), amending the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance
Act, provides ESG funds for addressing the needs of homeless people in emergency or transitional
shelters to assisting people to quickly regain stability in permanent housing after experiencing a
housing crisis and/or homelessness.
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TO THE
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The County anticipates having approximately $195,000 in ESG funds available for new project proposals for the following types of eligible activities: (1) homelessness prevention/rapid rehousing; (2)
shelter operations (3) street outreach; and (4) shelter renovations. The ESG emergency shelter component funding is intended to help improve the number and quality of emergency shelter for homeless individuals and families and to help operate the shelters.
Coronavirus Response Funds (CDBG-CV and ESG-CV): The Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic
Security Act (CARES Act), provides CDBG and ESG funds to prepare for, prevent, or respond to
the health and economic impacts of the Coronavirus Pandemic (COVID-19).

PUBLIC NOTICE
THE HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE CITY OF ST. PETERSBURG
JORDAN PARK PROJECT BASED VOUCHER (PBV) WAITING LIST
The St. Petersburg Housing Authority (SPHA) will be accepting pre-applications for its
Jordan Park PBV Waiting List, beginning at 8:00 a.m. EST on Monday, February 07, 2022,
until 5:00 p.m. EST on Thursday, February 10, 2022. Due to the COVID 19 pandemic,
SPHA is accepting pre-applications online at www.waitlistcheck.com/FL2738. No preapplications will be accepted after the deadline of 5:00 p.m. EST on Thursday, February
10, 2022.
To be eligible for the Jordan Park PBV units, applicants MUST have income that does
not exceed 60% of the average medium income (AMI) for Pinellas County as determined
by HUD annually. The current HUD Income Limits for Pinellas County are listed below:

2021 HUD INCOME LIMITS

Number in Household

60% AMI

1

$31,020

2

$35,460

3

$39,900

4

$44,280

5

$47,880

6

$51,420

If you need assistance applying, there are two locations where you can go for help. The
SPHA offices remain closed to the public due to COVID 19, but we will have staff located
outside the locations listed below that will be available to assist. COVID 19 safety measures, such as a mask wearing and social distancing, will be strictly enforced:
• Tuesday, February 8, 2022, 8AM to 12PM
SPHA Central Office (2001 Gandy Blvd N., St. Petersburg, FL 33702)
• Wednesday February 9, 2022, 12PM to 4PM
Jordan Park Management Office (1245 Jordan Park Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712)
However, applicants who need a Reasonable Accommodation can mail a written request
to SPHA at 2001 Gandy Blvd. N., St. Petersburg, FL 33702. A Reasonable Accommodation
request can also be emailed to JPWaitlist@stpeteha.org. Requests must be received by
January 27, 2022. SPHA staff will respond, as appropriate, to provide the requested assistance.
Equal Housing Opportunity: SPHA does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, familial status, or disability.

The County has $1,773,880 in CDBG-CV and $2,896,213 in ESG-CV funds available for housing,
public service, public facility and improvement proposals consistent with the objectives of the CARES
Act, that benefit low- and moderate-income residents, including homeless and special needs populations.
Application Information: Applications will be available beginning at 7:00 a.m. on Wednesday, January
26, 2022.
Applications will be accepted through the County’s online application. The link to the online application portal is available on the County’s website at www.pinellascounty.org/community/nofa/executive.htm.
Application Due Date: 5:00 p.m., Friday, February 25, 2022
Applications must be submitted through the online application portal and in “Application Submitted”
status, no later than 5:00 p.m. on Friday, February 25, 2022.
Selection of activities is based on a competitive process according to, but not limited to, the following
criteria: activities must be consistent with the County’s Five-Year Consolidated Plan priorities and
have approval of the local jurisdiction in which the activity is located; conceptual soundness of the
project; financial feasibility of the project; applicant’s demonstrated ability to implement and administer the project; applicant’s ability to meet and maintain compliance with applicable federal,
state, and/or local regulations; community development value (cost versus community impact);
demonstrable positive impact on the community made apparent through accountable performance
metrics; engagement of residents or businesses meeting Section 3 requirements.
Additional Federal, State and Local Funding: Pinellas County also anticipates receiving approximately $285,000 in program income through the Neighborhood Stabilization Program (NSP) for the
fiscal year beginning October 1, 2022.
In addition to Federal housing funds, State Housing Initiatives Partnership Program (SHIP) and
local Housing Trust Fund (HTF) funds will be available for affordable housing programs. Pinellas
County anticipates having approximately $7,014,929 in SHIP funding available from projected State
allocation and program income. The County anticipates receiving approximately $200,000 in program
income from local HTF funds.
Affordable Housing Programs and Activities: Pinellas County funds housing programs on an ongoing basis using available CDBG, HOME, NSP, SHIP and HTF funding. These programs include
housing development, down payment assistance, owner-occupied housing rehabilitation, and housing
services such as homebuyer training, and foreclosure prevention counseling.
Applications for affordable housing development activities may be submitted at any time during the
year. Housing Development activities include the preservation and/or production of affordable rental
housing developments, mixed income rental developments and housing development for homebuyers.
Information about the County’s housing and community development programs is available at:
http://www.pinellascounty.org/community/Builders-Developers.htm.
Jurisdiction: CDBG funds must be used to benefit residents located in the Urban County (all unincorporated areas and all incorporated areas except St. Petersburg, Clearwater, Largo, Pinellas Park
and Belleair Shore). HOME funds must be used to benefit residents of the Pinellas County Consortium (Urban County and the City of Largo). ESG funds must benefit the homeless or those at risk
of homelessness located outside the city limits of St. Petersburg. SHIP and local HTF funds must be
used to benefit residents in the County (all unincorporated and all incorporated areas).
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Four decades and counting, Big Jim’s BBQ is a North Greenwood staple
that as the only surviving
restaurant on the strip
and one of the few remaining businesses on
the avenue, the immediate community relies on
them to be there.
“At one time, the
streets were busy, and we
had businesses all down
the corridor. But as time
went on, things changed,”
Yvette Pendleton acknowledged. “A lot of vendors
went
out
of
business.”
And while Yvette
Pendleton said she keeps
going because “I love
what I do!’ she also
shared that she’ll hear
about it when the restaurant is closed. “People will
call me up and say, ‘I
called down there, why
are y’all closed?’”
Reginald Pendleton,
53, started working at the
restaurant when he was 8

BY J.A. JONES
Staff Writer

CLEARWATER – Big
Jim’s BBQ has been serving up traditional soul
food for breakfast, lunch,
and dinner at 1303 N Martin Luther King, Jr. Ave. in
North Greenwood for
more than 40 years.
The restaurant doesn’t
just cater to neighborhood residents; people
from all over Pinellas
come in for their ribs by
the slab, chicken with
baked beans and potato
salad, and Sunday dinners
including oxtails, chitlins,
turkey wings, or pork
chops along with sides
and dessert.
However,
owner
Yvette Pendleton and son
Reginald Pendleton, who
have continued running
the business since her
husband died, are aware

years old. Once it was established that he could
make change correctly,
young Reginald worked
the cash register. Soon
after, he was learning to
cook.
“It was kind of a blessing and a curse when I
was young because my
whole childhood I didn’t
really get out because I
was in here,” he chuckled.
It wasn’t until he started
playing football that he
gained a life outside the
restaurant.
Today, he feels fortunate not only to have the
restaurant in the family
still, but he loves that it allows him to provide a service for the community.
When Big Jim’s BBQ
isn’t
open,
Reginald
Pendleton said people will
complain to him that they
don’t have any place to eat.
“I didn’t realize that

Big Jim’s BBQ is the only surviving restaurant on the strip
and one of the few remaining businesses on
Martin Luther King, Jr. Avenue in North Greenwood.

S

U

P

P

O

R

T

O

U

R

this restaurant was such a
big staple in this community, but many people depend on it.”
Growing up in the
neighborhood, the 53year-old
watched
it
change from a bustling
area, and he’d like to see
it revitalized. While he acknowledged that many
businesses couldn’t survive economically, he also
said some were deliberately run out of the neighborhood.
“This is a commercial
district, a commercial
zone, and they’ve shut
down every bar and club
that was up here,” he
noted, recalling that the
area saw thousands of visitors on any weekend in
decades past.
Reginald Pendleton
acknowledged that while
some of the city’s reasons
for closing bars and clubs
was to try to get rid of
drugs and crime, “at the
same time economically it
brought down the neighborhood, and they took
away anything for the
young people to do.”
After spending years
on the street, a life transition brought him back to
the restaurant. “I changed
my life, and I gave a lot of
people around here hope.
I’ve had people tell me
‘you inspired me to leave
drugs alone.”‘
He also realized that
his parents were getting
older, and they needed
him to “step up” after his
brother, who had been
helping in the restaurant,
passed away. Reginald
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Mother and son duo Yvette and
Reginald Pendleton have been serving
up ribs, oxtails, pork chops, and so much
more at their family restaurant, Big Jim’s BBQ,
for more than 40 years in Clearwater.
Pendleton returned and
has already made positive
changes to the restaurant.
“When I came back
here, we were only open
on the weekends,” he recalled. Adding more days
to the schedule has
helped bring more money
into the restaurant. “Consistency has paid off,” he
affirmed.
While the current economic downturn and pandemic still mean making
ends meet is a struggle,
he is enthusiastic and
proud of the restaurant’s
ability to stay open.
When asked what
kind of advice he would
offer for those trying to
open a business today,
Reginal Pendleton said
the most important thing
is to put focused energy
behind whatever you have
in your mind to do. “Nothing happens by itself; you
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have to put action behind
it.”
And as far as the future of Big Jim’s, the
Pendletons are looking
forward to several more
decades in North Greenwood.
“People ask me when
am I selling,” said Reginald Pendleton. “I say,
‘I’m not selling nothing. I
got kids myself; I’m going
to pass this down and
keep this going.’ The last
thing my father would
want is for us to shut this
down after dedicating his
whole life to it.”
Yvette
Pendleton
agrees. “We’re going to
stay here as long as we
can.”
Big Jim’s BBQ is located at 1303 Martin
Luther King, Jr. Ave., in
Clearwater. For more information, call (727) 4435399.
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We arre in this
h

togeether
and we will
get th
hrough it
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gether.

Suncoast Hospice has
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p
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pice care for more than 43
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During this uncertain
During
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(727) 467-7423 | SuncoastHo
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hospice care, and those we serve are still our main priority.
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‘Black in a White World:’ Dr. Constance Wheat Batty
shares the story of her extraordinary parents
BY NICOLE SLAUGHTER
GRAHAM
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
On occasion, Dr. Constance Wheat Batty is
asked why she wrote a
book about her parents.
To these inquirers, she
replies: “My father and
mother can be modeled
for the younger generation because they did exceptional things with
their lives.”
Her father, Donald
Louis Wheat, and mother,
Irma Lucille Wheat, were,
by all accounts, ordinary
people. Like many of their
peers, they lived, worked,
and raised a family in
New York state.
They did so, though,
in the face of racism, both
blatant
and
subtle.
Though Batty’s parents
faced discrimination far
and wide, they worked
their way into success,

traveled the globe, and
contributed to their community.
Batty has keen memories of her childhood and
her parents’ influence,
many of which she
shared with an audience
at an outdoor event at
Tombolo Books on the
evening of Jan. 10. Her
conversation centered
around her book “Black
in a White World: An Incredible Couple Who
Changed Lives.”
An overarching value
that her father instilled,
Batty said, was that of
kindness. After a career
as a firefighter and a side
hustle as a handyman of
sorts, Donald Louis
Wheat decided he wanted
to open a liquor store in
New York. At the time,
though, Black men and
women were not allowed
to hold liquor licenses, so
he was denied the opportunity.

He persevered, deciding to purchase a small
candy shop on Long Island instead. It wasn’t
long before the store
grew in popularity and expanded to include a
luncheonette. In its
prime, the store offered
everything a modern convenience store would, and
then some.
Batty said kindness
and a polite demeanor,
along with having what
the customer needed or
wanted, was his motto.
Batty said a specific
memory came to mind,
noting that local police
would come into the store
with a barrage of questions several times.
“They asked if we sold
numbers (gambling) and
were we selling narcotics.
They wanted to know
who owned the store.”
At the time, Batty was
running the cash register
at the store. She’d call her

father, who would come
from their home or the
firehouse, and once he arrived, Batty said she
would witness a peculiar
phenomenon take place.
“These hostile policemen suddenly mellowed
out when they realized
that my father was a city
fireman.”
The police, she said,
found camaraderie with
her father when they realized that they and her father shared in similar
service to the city.
“That took precedence over everything
else,” she said.
During her event,
Batty recounted many of
the trials her parents
faced and overcame — including the deaths of two
of their children — even
with the odds stacked
against them.
She noted how important her father’s commitment
was
to
his

community and civic
duty. He was very active
at the local level, fighting
for equitable amenities,
such as a late-night bus
line so that people who
depended on public transit could get home when
they needed to.
They found creative
ways to make money and
were resilient in everything they did. At one
point, they lived in Europe for 10 years and instilled a love of travel
within her, but, she said,
one fact never left them.
“There was always the
shadow of being Black
with them all the time.
That was always a factor
that they had to contend
with.”
Batty was able to tell
her parent’s story thanks
to recordings, letters, and
diaries, and in recounting
the lives of her mother
and father, she gives to
the world a story of re-

Dr. Constance
Wheat Batty
silience, fight, heart, and
what it means to be Black
in a world set up for
white.
You can watch the
recorded event on Tombolo
Books’ Facebook page.
Visit tombolobooks.com
to purchase “Black in a
White World: An Incredible
Couple Who Changed
Lives.”

Faith leaders: Crist record will address community needs and concerns
ST. PETERSBURG –
On Jan. 13, Congressman
Charlie Crist, the leading
Democratic gubernatorial
candidate, launched “Faith
Leaders for Crist,” a
statewide coalition of pastors and faith leaders supporting his Florida for All
agenda.
The Tampa Bay area
contingent said the former
governor is a man of his
word and will defeat Gov.
Ron DeSantis.
“I am honored and
humbled to have the sup-

port of some of the best,
most inspiring faith leaders
Tampa Bay and our Sunshine State has to offer,”
said Crist on steps of Mt.
Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist Church.
“As Gov. DeSantis tries
to silence our voices at the
ballot box, Faith Leaders
For Crist will be instrumental in ensuring that all
Floridians have knowledge,
community support, and
access to the polls this November.”
Black leaders have ac-

cused DeSantis of targeting
Black Floridians with oppressive laws relating to
voting rights, the right to
protest, and ignoring the
deadly impact of the
COVID viruses on the
community. Thirty faith
leaders from the Tampa
Bay area agreed.
In a joint statement, the
leaders of Faith Leaders
For Crist said: “For nearly
three decades, Charlie
Crist has proven time and
time again that he is a decent, compassionate leader,

grounded in his faith, and
staunch in his belief of a
better tomorrow for Floridians. Faith Leaders for Crist
is ready to hit the ground
running, working alongside Charlie to spread his
vision for the future of our
state, one where all Floridians have a seat at the table.
Together, we’re going to
combat efforts to block
people’s access to the ballot
box and ensure voters are
mobilized and ready to
elect Charlie Crist our next
Governor of Florida this

November.”
Faith Leaders For Crist
is the third grassroots advocacy arm announced by
the campaign. It will include spiritual leaders
spanning Florida’s diverse
religious communities, focused on issues important
to Floridians in all congregations to create a Florida
for All.
Congressman Charlie Crist with local pastors on
the steps of Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary
Baptist Church to announce the creation of
“Faith Leaders For Crist.”
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Micah Poole is all in!
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Micah Poole is as comfortable in the classroom as he
is in the pulpit. He is all in
for the challenge and the
people he serves. Poole is
committed to the calling of
impacting children and
transforming lives. He has
lived the experience and
willingly shares his journey.
In 2014, Poole had a call
and response conversation
with God, and like Jesus,
found himself with no place
to lay his head, reflecting
on his future calling. He
doesn’t lay claim as a savior
of the world, but every
young life he touches
makes a difference.Poole is
an assistant pastor and a
third-grade educator at
Woodlawn Elementary, the
school he attended as a
youngster that gave him
the motivation to teach. “I
was the elementary student
that was told that I may or
may not have ADHD. I
could not read until fourth

grade. I was told I was not
able to take foreign language classes because my
test scores were so low.
And I would get in trouble
in class because I could not
do the work, nor was the
work that was given interesting,” said Poole.Poole
said he’s motivated to continue teaching because,
with his experience and education, he can close the
achievement gap with
struggling students.
His teaching journey
started in 2019 as a P.E.
coach for Saint Sports Plus,
a faith-based organization
specializing in physical education. He fell in love with
teaching because of the impact and transformation in
the students. Last year, he
began teaching at Woodlawn Elementary.
Back in 2014, Poole was
homeless and separated
from his family. He would
sleep either in his car or at
his sister’s house while
working two, sometimes
three jobs.

“My life at that moment
had been ruined by pride
and self-centeredness. In
that moment of my life, I
prayed to God over and
over and God continued to
give me the same answer.
He told me that I would be
a voice for him and that I
need to answer the call,” explained Poole.
While homeless, he told
God that he would answer
the call to be the voice his
generation needed.
Since then, he has had
an opportunity to speak at
several churches, schools,
college campuses, and
most notably, the Atlanta
Falcons Professional Football team. Poole published
his first book entitled “ALL
IN VOL “ through trial and
error. 1.”
Poole officially began
his ministry in 2015 at New
Philadelphia
Ministries
with Pastor Jon Matthews,
who coincidentally was his
Lakewood Jr. Spartans football coach. Matthews said
that Poole was one of the
best players he’d ever

coached.
“I was encouraged by
Pastor Matthews’ teachings
so much that I began to
serve faithfully at the
church for more than six
years,” stated Poole. “In
serving, I have had the opportunity to be ordained as
a minister, youth pastor,
and now assistant pastor.”
Poole serves with two
non-profit organizations to
help teach the gospel to the
youth. Urban Youth Justice
Program spreads the Word
to young folks in juvenile
detention centers across
the nation, and Huddle
Touch brings the gospel to
student-athletes worldwide.
He recently began working
with the Legacy Center,
ministering to its teens in a
program called The Real.
When being ordained
as an assistant pastor on
Dec. 12, Poole said the only
thing that continued running through his mind was
that he was finally ready.
When the subject was
broached in 2016, he knew
he wasn’t there yet.

“I was not ready, I
thought at the time. But
now, through discipleship,
mentorship, and leading by
example, I am confident
enough to say that I am
ready to serve as an assistant pastor.”
His challenges in the
classroom are not as difficult as some schools, but
they are trying. There are
so many expectations
placed on teachers that he
finds himself spending
bringing his work home.
Fortunately, his colleagues
give him insight and will
help whenever it’s needed.
For Poole, ministry
plays a significant role in his
teaching capabilities and
how he leads his classroom.
“I understand that I am
a light on campus and a difference-maker in the young
scholars. Therefore, I teach
with the heart to support
scholars with their education, but I also challenge
their character. Good
grades and bad behavior
don’t mix well in school,

Newly ordained
assistant pastor and
educator Micah Poole
is ready to make a
difference in the lives
of his young scholars.
which is what I inform my
students of every day.
“I am all in to give hope
to my students and people
who simply need to believe
that a power greater than
them is working for them,”
he exclaimed.
Poole married his middle school sweetheart, Ashley, and together they have
four beautiful children:
David, Elias Azaria, and
Trinity.

Maurice Mickens: The passing of a community icon
CLEARWATER – On
Jan. 8 at St. John’s Missionary Baptist Church in
Clearwater’s Greenwood
neighborhood,
family,
friends and neighbors
spoke of the imprint 78year-old Maurice Mickens
has left on Clearwater and
his hometown of New
York.
Patricia
Mickens,
Maurice’s devoted wife,
said, “Maurice was true to
himself, his Christian beliefs and all that he stood
for. I learned many things
from him, but this stands
out: ‘You have to be true

to what makes you a person.’”
Those who spoke at
the service knew for
themselves the truth of
who Mickens was.
Simone Lopez, Mickens’ daughter, delivered a
beautiful poem in honor of
her father and his steadfast support of her.
Rodney Mickens, his
son, said friends from the
Bronx reached out to him
when they heard of his father’s passing. They reminisced on the many
positive things Maurice
taught them at the Inter

Cultural Workshop, an organization he co-founded
and ran from 1969 to
1972.
Besides establishing
non-profits, working with
community activists to reopen the Clearwater Martin Luther King Jr. Center
and educating at-risk
youth, Mickens wrote and
produced plays, concerts
and banquets.
“It was our mutual
love of the arts and aesthetics that brought us together,” said Pat Harney
of the Church of Scientology and the Dr. Martin

Luther King Jr. Center
Coalition. “And it was our
shared goal of improving
our community that kept
us working together.”
Mickens founded the
Harlem Nights Benefits
Productions, several of
which he co-hosted at the
Church of Scientology’s
Fort Harrison retreat in
downtown
Clearwater
and was a frequent honored guest of the community events held there.
Born at the tail end of
the Harlem Renaissance
and living three blocks
from Harlem’s Apollo
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Theater instilled in Mickens the idea that the arts
are the lifeblood of any
culture, Harney remembered him saying.
Mickens was also a
family man with a large
tribe spanning the country. But despite this, he
still reached out and
adopted more. Rev. Dr.
Wendell Miller said, “You
have no idea what it
means to a man who
didn’t know his biological
father until I was an
adult,” referring to MickSee MICKENS, page 13

Maurice Mickens
speaking at the
Charity Coalition
Banquet in the Fort
Harrison auditorium in
October 2016.
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The Three Evils of Society
Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. delivered the following address at the National Conference on New
Politics on Aug. 31, 1967,
to an audience of approximately 3,000 people. He
said the “three evils” of
American society were
racism, extreme materialism and militarism, all
forms of violence.
As if he were speaking
in 2022, Dr. King discussed
persistent racism, the military-industrial complex and
called for policies to alleviate poverty.
Mr. Chairman, friends,
and brothers in this first
gathering of the National
Conference on New Politics. Ladies and gentlemen. . .can you hear me in
the back?
I don’t know if the Klan
is in here tonight or not
with all the troubles we’re
having with these microphones. Seldom if ever. . .
.has. . . .we’re still working
with it.
As I was about to say,
seldom if ever has such a
diverse and truly ecumenical gathering convened
under the egis of politics in
our nation, and I want to
commend the leadership of
the National Conference
on New Politics for all of
the great work that they
have done in making this
significant convention possible. Indeed, by our very
nature we affirm that
something new is taking
place on the American political horizon.
We have come here
from the dusty plantations
of the Deep South and the
depressing ghettos of the
North. We have come from
the great universities and
the flourishing suburbs.
We have come from Appalachian poverty and from
conscious stricken wealth.
But we have come. And we
have come here because
we share a common concern for the moral health of
our nation. We have come
because our eyes have
seen through the superficial glory and glitter of our
society and observed the
coming of judgment.
Like the prophet of old,
we have read the handwriting on the wall. We have
seen our nation weighed in
the balance of history and
found wanting. We have
come because we see this
as a dark hour in the affairs
of men. For most of us this
is a new mood. We are traditionally the idealists. We
are the marchers from
Mississippi and Selma and
Washington, who staked
our lives on the American
Dream during the first half
of this decade. Many assembled here campaigned
deciduously for Lyndon
Johnson in 1964 because
we could not stand ideally
by and watch our nation
contaminated by the
18th century policies of
Goldwaterism. We were
the hardcore activists who
were willing to believe that

The Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. is
welcomed with a kiss by his wife Coretta after
leaving court in Montgomery, Ala.,
March 22, 1956. King was found guilty of
conspiracy to boycott city buses in a campaign
to desegregate the bus system, but a judge
suspended his $500 fine pending appeal
Southerners could be reconstructed in the constitutional image. We were the
dreamers of a dream that
dark yesterdays of man’s
inhumanity to man would
soon be transformed into
bright tomorrows of justice. Now it is hard to escape, the disillusionment
and betrayal. Our hopes
have been blasted and our
dreams have been shattered.
The promise of a Great
Society was shipwrecked
off the coast of Asia, on the
dreadful peninsula of Vietnam. The poor, black and
white, are still perishing on
a lonely island of poverty in
the midst of a vast ocean of
material prosperity. What
happens to a dream deferred? It leads to bewildering
frustration
and
corroding bitterness. I
came to see this in a personal experience here in
Chicago last summer. In all
the speaking I have done in
the United States before
varied audiences, including
some hostile whites, the
only time I have ever been
booed was one night in our
regular weekly mass meetings by some angry young
men of our movement.
Now I went home that
night with an ugly feeling.
Selfishly I thought of my
suffering and sacrifices
over the last 12 years. Why
would they boo one so
close to them? But as I lay
awake thinking. I finally
came to myself. And I
could not for the life of me
have less impatience and
understanding for those
young men. For 12 years,
I am others like me, have
held out radiant promises
of progress. I had
preached to them about
my dream. I had lectured
to them about, the not to
distant day when they
would have freedom, all
here, now. I had urged
them to have faith in
America and in white society. Their hopes had
soared.
They were now booing
me because they felt that
we were unable to deliver
on our promises. They
were booing because we

Martin Luther King, Jr. was arrested
in Birmingham, Alabama on April 12, 1963
for demonstrating without a permit.
During his 11 days in jail there, he wrote
"Letter from Birmingham Jail" in response
to a letter published by Alabama clergymen
that criticized King's use of jail time to
demonstrate civil injustice.

had urged them to have
faith in people who had too
often proved to be unfaithful. They were now hostile
because they were watching the dream that they
had so readily accepted,
turn into a frustrating
nightmare. This situation
is all the more ominous, in
view of the rising expectations of men the world
over. The deep rumblings
that we hear today, the
rumblings of discontent, is
the thunder of disinherited
masses rising from dungeons of oppressions to
the bright hills of freedom.
All over the world like a
fever, freedom is spreading in the widest liberation
movement in history. The
great masses of people are
determined to end the exploitation of their races
and lands. And in one majestic chorus they are
singing in the worlds of
our freedom song, “ain’t
gonna let nobody turn us
around.”
And so the collision
course is set. The people
cry for freedom and the
congress attempts to legislate repression. Millions,
yes billions, are appropriated for mass murder; but
the most meager pittance
for foreign aid for international development is
crushed in the surge of reaction. Unemployment
rages at a major depression level in the black
ghettos, but the bi-partisan
response is an anti-riot bill
rather than a serious
poverty program. The
modest proposals for
model cities, rent supplement and rat control, pitiful as they were to begin
with, get caught in the
maze of congressional inaction. And I submit to you
tonight, that a congress
that proves to be more
anti-Negro than anti-rat
needs to be dismissed.
It seems that our legislative assemblies have
adopted Nero as their patron saint and are bent on
fiddling while our cities
burn. Even when the people persist and in the face
of great obstacles, develop
indigenous leadership and
self-help approaches to
their problems and finally
tread the forest of bureaucracy to obtain existing
government funds, the
corrupt political order
seeks to crush even this
beginning of hope. The
case of CDGM in Mississippi is the most publicized example but it is a
story repeated many times
across our nation. Our
own experience here in
Chicago is especially
painfully present. After an
enthusiastic approval by
H.E. W’s Department of
Adult Education, SCLC
began an adult literacy
project to aid 1,000 young
men and women who have
been pushed out of overcrowded ghetto schools,
in obtaining basic literacy
skills prerequisite to receiving jobs.
We had an agreement

with A&P stores for 750
jobs through SCLC’s job
program,
Operation
Breadbasket, and had recruited over 500 pupils the
first week. At that point
Congressmen Paccinski
and the Daley machine intervened and demanded
that Washington cut off
our funds or channel them
through the machine-controlled poverty program in
Chicago. Now we have no
problem with administrative supervision, but we do
have a desire to be independent of machine control and the Democratic
Party patronage network.
For this desire for a politically independent approach to the needs of our
brothers, our funds are
being stopped as of September 15 and a very
meaningful program discontinued.
Yes, the hour is dark,
evil comes forth in the
guise of good. It is a time of
double talk when men in
high places have a high
blood pressure of deceptive
rhetoric and an anemia of
concrete performance. We
cry out against welfare
hand-outs to the poor but
generously approve an oil
depletion allowance to
make the rich, richer. Six
Mississippi plantations receive more than a million
dollars a year, not to plant
cotton but no provision is
made to feed the tenant
farmer who is put out of
work by the government
subsidy.
The crowning achievement in hypocrisy must go
to those staunch Republicans and Democrats of the
Midwest and West who
were given land by our government when they came
here as immigrants from
Europe. They were given
education through the land
grant colleges. They were
provided with agricultural
agents to keep them
abreast of forming trends,
they were granted low interest loans to aid in the
mechanization of their
farms and now that they
have succeeded in becoming successful, they are
paid not to farm and these
are the same people that
now say to black people,
whose ancestors were
brought to this country in
chains and who were emancipated in 1863 without
being given land to cultivate
or bread to eat; that they
must pull themselves up by
their own bootstraps. What
they truly advocate is Socialism for the rich and Capitalism for the poor.
I wish that I could say
that this is just a passing
phase in the cycle of our
nation’s life; certainly
times of war, times of reaction throughout the society but I suspect that we
are now experiencing the
coming to the surface of a
triple prong sickness that
has been lurking within
our body politic from its
very beginning. That is
the sickness of racism, excessive materialism and
militarism. Not only is this
our nation’s dilemma it is
the plague of western civilization. As early as 1906
W. E. B. Dubois prophesized that the problem of
the 20th century, would be
the problem of the color
line, now as we stand twothirds into this crucial period of history we know
full well that racism is still
that hound of hell which
dogs the tracks of our civilization.
Ever since the birth of
our nation, White America
has had a schizophrenic
personality on the question of race, she has been
torn between selves. A self
in which she proudly professes the great principle
of democracy and a self in
which she madly practices
the antithesis of democracy. This tragic duality
has produced a strange in-

King is sprawled across the police desk
as his wife looks on stunned. He was arrested
for loitering at the Montgomery Courthouse
and released when his identity became
known to the police.
decisiveness and ambivalence toward the Negro,
causing America to take a
step backwards simultaneously with every step forward on the question of
Racial Justice; to be at
once attracted to the
Negro and repelled by
him, to love and to hate
him. There has never been
a solid, unified and determined thrust to make justice
a
reality
for
Afro-Americans.
The step backwards
has a new name today, it is
called the white backlash,
but the white backlash is
nothing new. It is the surfacing of old prejudices,
hostilities and ambivalences that have always
been there. It was caused
neither by the cry of black
power nor by the unfortunate recent wave of riots in
our cities. The white backlash of today is rooted in
the same problem that has
characterized
America
ever since the black man
landed in chains on the
shores of this nation.
This does not imply
that all white Americans
are racist, far from it.
Many white people have,
through a deep moral
compulsion fought long
and hard for racial justice
nor does it mean that
America has made no
progress in her attempt to
cure the body politic of the
disease of racism or that
the dogma of racism has
not been considerably
modified in recent years.
However, for the good of
America, it is necessary to
refute the idea that the
dominant ideology in our
country, even today, is
freedom and equality
while racism is just an occasional departure from
the norm on the part of a
few bigoted extremists.
Racism can well be,
that corrosive evil that will
bring down the curtain on
western
civilization.
Arnold Toynbee has said
that some 26 civilizations
have risen upon the face of
the Earth, almost all of
them have descended into
the junk heap of destruction. The decline and fall of
these civilizations, according to Toynbee, was not
caused by external invasion but by internal decay.
They failed to respond creatively to the challenges
impingent upon them.
If America does not respond creatively to the
challenge
to
banish
racism, some future historian will have to say, that a
great civilization died be-

justice a reality for all men.
The second aspect of
our afflicted society is extreme materialism. An
Asian writer has portrayed
our dilemma in candid
terms, he says, “You call
your thousand material devices labor saving machinery, yet you are forever
busy. With the multiplying
of your machinery, you
grow increasingly fatigued, anxious, nervous,
dissatisfied. Whatever you
have you want more and
wherever you are you
want to go somewhere
else. Your devices are neither time saving nor soul
saving machinery. They
are so many sharp spurs
which urge you on to invent more machinery and
to do more business.”
This tells us something
about our civilization that
cannot be cast aside as a
prejudiced charge by an
eastern thinker who is jealous of Western prosperity.
We cannot escape the indictment. This does not
mean that we must turn
back the clock of scientific
progress. No one can overlook the wonders that science has wrought for our
lives. The automobile will
not abdicate in favor of the
horse and buggy or the
train in favor of the stagecoach or the tractor in
favor of the hand plow or
the scientific method in
favor of ignorance and superstition.
But our moral lag must
be redeemed; when scientific power outruns moral
power, we end up with
guided missiles and misguided men. When we
foolishly maximize the
minimum and minimize
the maximum, we sign the
warrant for our own day of
doom. It is this moral lag
in our thing-oriented society that blinds us to the
human reality around us
and encourages us in the
greed and exploitation
which creates the sector of
poverty in the midst of
wealth.
Again, we have diluted
ourselves into believing
the myth that capitalism
grew and prospered out of
the protestant ethic of
hard work and sacrifice.
The fact is that capitalism
was built on the exploitation and suffering of black
slaves and continues to
thrive on the exploitation
of the poor – both black
and white, both here and
abroad. If Negroes and
poor whites do not participate in the free flow of
wealth within our econ-

cause it lacked the soul
and commitment to make

omy, they will forever be
poor, giving their energies,
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Good Friday, 1963: Fred Shuttlesworth,
Ralph Abernathy and Martin Luther King, Jr.
taking part in civil rights
demonstrations in Birmingham.
their talents and their limited funds to the consumer
market but reaping few
benefits and services in return.
The way to end
poverty is to end the exploitation of the poor, ensure them a fair share of
the government services
and the nation’s resources.
I proposed recently that a
national agency be established to provide employment
for
everyone
needing it. Nothing is
more socially inexcusable
than unemployment in this
age.
In the 30s, when the
nation was bankrupt it instituted such an agency,
the WPA, in the present
conditions of a nation
bloodied with resources, it
is barbarous to condemn
people desiring work to
soul sapping inactivity
and poverty. I am convinced that even this one,
massive act of concern will
do more than all the state
police and armies of the
nation to quell riots and
still hatreds.
The tragedy is our materialistic culture does not
possess the statesmanship
necessary to do it. Victor
Hugo could have been
thinking of 20th-century
America when he wrote,
“there’s always more misery among the lower
classes than there is humanity in the higher
classes.”
The time has come for
America to face the inevitable choice between
materialism and humanism. We must devote at
least as much to our children’s education and the
health of the poor as we do
to the care of our automobiles and the building of
beautiful, impressive hotels. We must also realize
that the problems of racial
injustice and economic injustice cannot be solved
without a radical redistribution of political and economic power.
We must further recognize that the ghetto is a
domestic colony. Black
people must develop programs that will aid in the

transfer of power and
wealth into the hands of
residents of the ghetto so
that they may in reality
control their own destinies. This is the meaning
of New Politics. People of
goodwill in the larger community, must support the
black man in this effort.
The final phase of our
national sickness is the
disease of militarism.
Nothing more clearly
demonstrates our nation’s
abuse of military power
than our tragic adventure
in Vietnam. This war has
played havoc with the destiny of the entire world. It
has torn up the Geneva
Agreement, it has seriously impaired the United
Nations, it has exacerbated the hatred between
continents and worse still
between races.
It has frustrated our
development at home,
telling our own underprivileged citizens that we
place insatiable military
demands above their critical needs. It has greatly
contributed to the forces
of reaction in America and
strengthened the military
industrial complex. And it
has practically destroyed
Vietnam and left thousands of American and
Vietnamese
youth
maimed and mutilated and
exposed the whole world
to the risk of nuclear warfare. Above all, the War in
Vietnam, has revealed
what Senator Fulbright
calls, “our nation’s arrogance of power.”
We are arrogant in professing to be concerned
about the freedom of foreign nations while not setting our own house in
order. Many of our senators and congressmen
vote joyously to appropriate billions of dollars for
the war in Vietnam and
many of these same senators and congressmen
vote loudly against a Fair
Housing Bill to make it
possible for a Negro veteran of Vietnam to purchase a decent home. We
arm Negro soldiers to kill
on foreign battlefields but
offer little protection for

their relatives from beatings and killings in our
own South. We are willing
to make a Negro 100 percent of a citizen in warfare
but reduce him to 50 percent of a citizen on American soil.
No war in our nation’s
history has ever been so
violative of our conscience,
our national interest and
so destructive of our moral
standing
before
the
world. No enemy has ever
been able to cause such
damage to us as we inflict
upon ourselves.
The inexorable decay
of our urban centers has
flared into terrifying domestic conflict as the pursuit of foreign war absorbs
our wealth and energy.
Squalor and poverty scar
our cities as our military
might destroy cities in a
far-off land to support oligarchy, to intervene in domestic
conflict.
The
president who cherishes
consensus for peace has
intensified the war in answer to a cry to stop the
war. It has brought tauntingly to one minute’s flying
time from China to a moment before the midnight
of world conflagration.
We are offered a tax for
war instead of a plan for
peace. Men of reason
should no longer debate
the merits of war or means
of financing war. They
should end the war and restore sanity and humanity
to American policy. And if
the will of the people continues to be unheeded, all
men of good will must create a situation in which the
1967- 68 elections are
made a referendum on the
war. The American people
must have an opportunity
to vote into oblivion those
who cannot detach themselves from militarism,
and those that lead us.
So, we are here because we believe, we hope,
we pray that something
new might emerge in the
political life of this nation
which will produce a new
man, new structures and
institutions and a new life
for mankind. I am convinced that this new life
will not emerge until our
nation undergoes a radical
revolution of values. When
machines and computers,
profit motives and property rights are considered
more important than people the giant triplets of
racism, economic exploitation, and militarism are incapable
of
being
conquered. A civilization
can flounder as readily in
the face of moral bankruptcy as it can through financial bankruptcy.
A true revolution of values will soon cause us to
question the fairness and
justice of many of our past
and present policies. We
are called to play the Good

Samaritan on life’s roadside, but that will only be
an initial act. One day the
whole Jericho Road must
be transformed so that
men and women will not
be beaten and robbed as
they make their journey
through life. True compassion is more than flinging
a coin to a beggar, it understands that an edifice
which produces beggars,
needs restructuring.
A true revolution of values will soon look uneasily
on the glaring contrast of
poverty and wealth, with
righteous indignation it
will look at thousands of
working people displaced
from their jobs, with reduced incomes as a result
of automation while the
profits of the employers remain intact and say, this is
not just.
It will look across the
ocean and see individual
capitalists of the West investing huge sums of
money in Asia and Africa
only to take the profits out
with no concern for the social betterment of the
countries and say, this is
not just.
It will look at our alliance with the landed gentry of Latin America and
say, this is not just.
A true revolution of values will lay hands on the
world order and say of
war, this way of settling
differences is not just.
This business of burning human being with napalm, of filling our nation’s
home with orphans and
widows, of injecting poisonous drugs of hate into
the veins of peoples normally humane, of sending
men home from dark and
bloodied battlefields physically handicapped and
psychologically deranged
cannot be reconciled with
wisdom, justice and love.
A nation that continues
year after year, to spend
more money on military
defense then on programs
of social uplift is approaching spiritual death.
So, what we must all
see is that these are revolutionary times. All over
the globe, men are revolting against old systems of
exploitation and out of the
wombs of a frail world,
new systems of justice and
equality are being born.
The shirtless and barefoot
of the Earth are rising up
as never before. The people who sat in darkness
have seen a great light. We
in the West must support
these revolutions. It is a
sad fact that because of
comfort, complacency, a
morbid fear of Communism and our proneness to
adjust to injustice, the
Western nations that initiated so much of the revolutionary spirit of the
modern world have now
become the arch anti-revo-
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On April 4, 1968, Reverend Martin Luther King Jr.
was standing on the balcony of the Lorraine
Motel in Memphis Tennessee when he was shot
dead. As news spread, rioting broke out across
the country.
lutionaries.
This has driven many
to feel that only Marxism
has the revolutionary
spirit. In a sense, Communism is a judgment of our
failure to make democracy
real and to follow through
on the revolutions that we
initiated. Our only hope
today lies in our ability to
recapture the revolutionary spirit and go out into a
sometimes hostile world,
declaring eternal opposition to poverty, racism and
militarism. With this powerful commitment, we
shall boldly challenge the
status quo and unjust
mores and thereby speed
the day when every valley
shall be exalted, and every
mountain and hill shall be
made low and the crooked
places shall be made
straight and the rough
places plain.
May I say in conclusion that there is a need
now, more than ever before, for men and women
in our nation to be creatively maladjusted. Mr.
Davis said, and I say to you
that I choose to be among
the maladjusted, as my
good friend Bill Coffin said
there are those who have
criticized me and many of
you for taking a stand
against the War in Vietnam and for seeking to say
to the nation that the is-

sues of civil rights cannot
be separated from the issues of peace.
I want to say to you
tonight that I intend to
keep these issues mixed
because they are mixed.
Somewhere we must see
that
justice
is
indivisible, injustice anywhere is a threat to justice
everywhere and I have
fought too long and too
hard against segregated
public accommodations to
end up at this point in my
life, segregating my moral
concerns.
So let us stand in this
convention knowing that
on some positions; cowardice asks the questions,
is it safe; expediency asks
the question, is it politic;
vanity asks the question, is
it popular, but conscious
asks the question, is it
right. And on some positions, it is necessary for
the moral individual to
take a stand that is neither
safe, nor politic nor popular; but he must do it because it is right.
And we say to our nation tonight, we say to our
government, we even say
to our FBI, we will not be
harassed, we will not make
a butchery of our conscience, we will not be intimidated, and we will be
heard!

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. lying in state in
Memphis as his colleagues pay their
respects (right to left) Andrew Young,
Bernard Lee and Rev. Ralph Abernathy.

Moving Forward: The 36th Annual MLK Leadership Awards
AWARDS, from front page

backward.”
Though lauding the
emergence of the effective
COVID-19 vaccines and the
courts upholding the 2020
presidential election, “despite the insurrection at our
nation’s Capitol,” he said we
saw justice fail in a “barrage
of voter suppression legislation” across the country —
but also saw justice prevail
for George Floyd and Ahmaud Arbery.
“Through it all, we persevere,” the mayor said.
“We adapt, we uplift each
other, we move forward.
Here in St. Petersburg, I am
optimistic about our path
forward. Our city has seen
tremendous growth in the
last decade, bringing many
new residents, businesses
and new developments.”
The city’s first AfricanAmerican mayor, Welch acknowledged
that
his
election is a sign of progress
but cautioned that “the real
work lies ahead of us.”
“This election must be
followed by impactful work
on empowerment, inclu-

sion, and equitable economic development to truly
move us forward,” he said.
“All of us have a responsibility and a role to play in moving us forward.”
He denounced the wave
of legislative action around
the country and here in
Florida, making it more difficult to vote “in response to
alleged voter fraud, which
is, in fact, nonexistent.”
“We must fight political
attempts to suppress the
vote,” Welch stressed.
Concerning COVID-19,
Welch admonished the attacks on science, masks,
and “local governments’
ability to make decisions to
protect our communities
and schools” and urged
everyone to follow the science to help us emerge
from the pandemic. He
noted that moving forward
in St. Pete also means prioritizing housing affordability
for all and investing in communities most impacted by
poverty, inequity, and crime.
“It means upgrading our
community centers with

services and amenities that
will uplift our residents and
serve as hubs for nutrition,
digital access, education, innovation, and wraparound
services,” he said.
The recently released
structural racism report
and the disparity study both
document a history of inequity in St. Pete, Welch
said, but the Tropicana
Field redevelopment project, the implementation of a
purchasing policy to increase minority contract opportunities with the city, and
the refinement of the Community Benefits Program
are all “opportunities to
move us forward on a path
to economic development
that is rooted in equity and
benefits all.”
Our police department
must be connected, professional and accountable, he
said, but the police alone
cannot solve the problems
that we face in our neighborhoods, lamenting the
rising gun violence and lack
of respect for cultures and
norms.

“Every parent and
church and community organization has to be a part
of making our neighborhoods safer,” Welch underscored. “It truly will take a
village, and accountability is
for everyone.”
***
The Ralph W. Young
Family Foundation handed
out 24 scholarship recipients worth a total of
$135,000.
Gibbs High School
La’ Bron Burgees
Ary’ana Davis
Jamon Garrett
Imariyah Grant-Sloan
Cartez Rentz
Lakewood High School
Ixavier Cox
Layla Frazier
Jenesis Richardson
London Starks
De’Stiny Wise
Northeast High School
Sanai Reese
Tori Sheely
St. Pete High School
Makayla Webster
Boca Ciega High School
Janelle Brown
Ke’niya Brumadge

Camren Curry
Jeremiah Daniels
Anaya Franklin
Miguel Harrell, Jr.
Jaden King
Benjamin Lawson
JaNiya McNeil
Jasmine Oliphant
Malani Smith
Victorio Thompson
NCNW Educational Incentive Award went to
Gibbs High School students Elijah Dixon and Eric
Redix.
The Brittany Bria Gordon Award, given in honor
of fallen soldier Brittany
Gordon and funded by the
Cedric Gordon family and
Rouson family, goes to a student who has demonstrated
exceptional
community
service, commitment to academic success, and leadership skills. St. Pete Catholic
High’s Joshua Hughes took
home this honor and will attend Hampton University,
where he’ll be active as an
Army ROTC cadet.
The 2022 MLK Leadership Award went to community activist and gallerist

Carla Bristol for her work
with St. Pete Youth Farm,
an urban farm project for
young people.
“It is an absolute privilege to get to touch our
youth every single day and
to watch them grow,” said
Bristol in a video message
acknowledging her award.
“We say every day at the
Youth Farm” ‘We’re not
only grow food, we’re grow
young people.’”
The MLK Humanitarian
Ward went to Toriano
Parker, CEO of Advantage
Village Academy, an organization that strives to educate,
empower,
and
enhance the quality of life
for individuals and eradicate
racial and ethical disparities.
Dr. Yvonne Williams,
chair of the MLK Awards
Program, acknowledged
various sponsors, including
Duke Energy, St. Petersburg College, St. Anthony’s
BayCare, Pinellas County
Housing Authority, Juvenile
Welfare Board Pinellas
County, and the Ralph W.
Young Family Foundation.
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Tru’ Time Orchestra brings diversity to classical music for MLK Day concert
BY J.A. JONES
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
One of the many ways St.
Pete celebrated Martin
Luther King, Jr. was
through musical celebrations. Tru ’Time Orchestra performed Festival of
Transcension: An Instrumental Dedication to
MLK at the Allendale
United Methodist Church
on Sunday and Monday.
Classically
trained
multi-instr umentalistturned-conductor
Tru
founded the orchestra. As
a Black, female, queer,
classical musician, Tru
challenges our typical notions of who makes classical music.
Her musical resume –
from being a violinist in
the Tampa Bay Symphony to playing in the
Florida Army Band to
spending several years
teaching at local Tampa
Bay schools – adds a
unique blend of experiences to orchestral works
by Black composers.
With the tagline,
“Classical Music is More
Than Dead White Guys,”
she is on a mission to

share works by classical
composers – dead and
alive – whose works are
less often heard.
“The whole idea behind it is essentially to elevate classical music by
composers that are overlooked because of their
skin color or because of
race, and maybe their sexuality, their gender, all of
those things,” Tru shared
during a recent conversation.
She grew up with her
grandmother, who was
able to make sure she had
access to various resources, including learning to play the piano; later,
she picked up the violin.
She ultimately went to
Tampa’s
acclaimed
Howard W. Blake High
School and declared orchestra as her major.
“Being at Blake was a
really beautiful experience,” Tru recalled, noting that the school’s
orchestra had a lot of diversity. But while she experienced the greatness
of diversity at her high
school, she soon saw a
different world when she
left.
“I would go to Blake,

be at school and have this
beautiful diversity, but
then I was also in a youth
orchestra that was connected to what’s now the
Straz Center. And there
was not much diversity
there, which told me
something a little bit more
about the whole realm of
the classical world.”
Tru said she didn’t
face any starkly discriminatory experiences and
was always encouraged
by her grandmother and
instructors to go as far as
possible with her talent.
“If there had been
[roadblocks], maybe I’ve
overlooked them even
though I know that
they’re
there.
They
haven’t truly personally
affected me, but on a
larger scale for orchestral
musicians, it definitely is
an issue for sure.”
Acknowledging the
support for her musical
studies provided by her
grandmother, Tru noted
that not many Black children have that kind of
support to study music.
“Arts are the first
things to be taken out of
schools, especially predominantly Black schools.

Tru is a musician that just wants to
open new doors to the world of classical music.

Allendale United Methodist Church played host to Tru’ Time Orchestra as
they performed an instrumental dedication to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
last Sunday and Monday.
So, all those issues play
into why you have little diversity when you get to a
classical professional orchestra. Because the opportunities have been
kind of stripped away before you even get a chance
to get to a professional orchestra.”
After Blake, Tru continued her studies in
piano at college before
joining the army and ultimately the army band.
Her post-army experiences included teaching
at St. Pete’s Academy
Prep and Tampa’s Academy of the Holy Names.
While the students at
each school were wildly
different, Tru noted she
brought her love of Black
composers and their contributions to classes to
both schools.
She also played with
the Tampa Bay Symphony, which she called a
good experience — although there was little diversity. Not only was she
one of only a few Black
people, she wondered, in
terms of sexuality, if she
were the only queer per-

son in the orchestra.
Today, with her orchestra, she is trying to
“cover all of those margins that are usually not
acknowledged in orchestras.”
Of course, Tru’s musical career has encompassed a variety of genres;
while classically trained,
she said she’s often
veered away from classical music.
“With violin, I actually
discovered I can do covers of hip hop and R&B
music, so I did that a lot in
college, and then also before the pandemic,” she
shared. “What’s kind of
brought me back to classical music is conducting.
But I’ve gone back and
forth; I can’t say that I
made the decision that
I’m only going to be a
classical musician.”
Tru was chosen as a
recipient of the William
Grant Still Initiative scholarship, which honors the
legacy of William Grant
Still (1895-1978), a pioneer Black conductor and
composer of over 150
works. In 1936, Still be-

came the first Black conductor of a major American symphony orchestra
and, in 1955, conductor of
a major symphony orchestra in the South.
Through the scholarship’s retreat, Tru was
coached in conducting by
Grammy-nominated conductor Kenneth Kiesler,
who continues to mentor
her to this day.
Currently the music
director at Allendale
UMC, Tru conducted five
works to honor the memory of Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr., played by a 10person orchestra on
strings. The featured
compositions were written by Black classical
composers Dorothy Rudd
Moore, Adolphus Hailstork, George Walker, and
25-year-old
composer
Quinn Mason, whom Tru
said, “He’s brilliant, and
he needs to be showcased.”
For more information
on the Tru’Time Orchestra, including how you can
join, visit www.trutimeorchestra.org/.
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2022 Interfaith Memorial Service: ‘Reaching for Human Excellence’
INTERFAITH, from front page

ing and writing and —
yes, I’m going to say ‘rithmetic — find it hard to
achieve their goals of accommodations, of goodpaying jobs, health care or
other nominal comforts
that come because of
reaching for and attaining
a portion of their excellence,” she said.
Flash forward to Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr.,
who sought for nothing
more than for Black men,
women, and children to
ascend to a level of greatness.
Dr. King’s path toward
excellence was outlined
as a minister in the
gospel,” she said. “Leading one of — if not the
largest — congregation in
Atlanta, being the son of
an established preacher
and a new husband to
Coretta King, King’s path
is what some would call
smooth sailing. But how
many of you can attest
that your plan for excellence and God’s plan for
excellence may not be the
same thing?”
The year 1955 brought
a ‘“dastardly fight” for
equal civil rights for Black
men and women with people such as Rosa Parks
and Claudette Colvin refusing to submit to unfair,
discriminatory laws that

required them to give up
their seats on buses to
white people, Flowers explained.
“However, we must remember that the call for
freedom started long before 1955,” she asserted.
Even though we have
had an African-American
president and now a female African-American
vice president, the road to
excellence in our country
has been halted by those
who say they understand
and appreciate diversity,
“however, their actions
defy and say something
completely
different,”
Flowers said.
“The attainment of excellence remains a challenge,” she said, “but is
not absent from our
grasp, nor is it elusive
from our dreams. We can
reach for and attain excellence.”
Everyone’s road to excellence is different, she
said, and quoted Dr. King,
“‘Be a bush if you can’t be
a tree. And if you can’t be
a highway, it’s ok to just
be a trail. And if you can’t
be a sun, how about being
just a star? It isn’t by size
that you win for fail but be
the best at whatever you
are.’”
“Simply put, your road
is your own individual

journey. Dr. King knew he
would not get there with
us, but he left us the tools,
he left us the footprint, he
left us a well-executed
plan so that we would
never stop reaching for
excellence,” Flowers said.
“We can all help each
other get to the Promised
Land. We can’t get there,
however, if we do not
focus on reaching for excellence and reaching for
excellence together.”
Mistress of ceremony
Deborah Figgs-Sanders,
the first African-American
city councilwoman for
District 5, noted that “we
are in 2022, and we are
still overjoyed and celebrating the fact that
African Americans have
reached somewhere in
our history — we’re not
quite there yet, but we are
so happy for the journeys
and where we are to this
day.”
Imam Abdul Karim
Ali, vice president of Interfaith Tampa Bay,
pointed out: “This is part
of the spirit of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. Bring
people together and work
for a common cause. A
common cause is for a
better world, a better humanity. We are better together than we are
separate.”

However, Dr. Roy Kaplan warned that our society
is
becoming
increasingly divided these
days, namely on issues
such as politics, abortion,
the right to bear arms,
vaccine mandates, and restrictive voting laws recently passed in some
states.
“I know Dr. King’s
family said don’t just worship or celebrate or commemorate their father —
do something,” said the
professor of Africana
Studies at the University
of South Florida. “You
need to vote. You need to
help other people register
to vote even though it’s
been made more difficult...This is a day where
we’re commemorating a
great man who contributed to making society
better. We have to do our
part now.”
In a video message,
U.S. Representative Kathy
Castor, serving the 14th
District of Florida, underscored the importance of
voting rights for all.
“We are working now
to ensure that everyone,
no matter your political
background, your faith,
your race, color, or creed,
that you have a safe, secure and accessible right
to vote,” she said. “We are

Pinellas County Commissioner Rene Flowers
and Councilwoman Deborah Figgs-Sanders
trying to enhance the ability of every American to
cast a ballot through the
John Lewis Voting Rights
Act and the Freedom To
Vote Act ... So on this day,
in this beautiful, diverse
Tampa Bay community,
let’s recommit to justice
for all with kindness and
humility toward each
other and the continued
reach for human excellency.”
Offering prayers for
peace were Rev. Kim
Wells, Lakewood United
Church of Christ; Sepideh
Eskandari, Baha’i Community of St. Petersburg;
Rabbi Jason Rosenberg,
Congregation Beth Am,
Tampa; Rabbi Philip
Weintraub, Congregation
B’nai Israel, and Martha
Nilah Abdullah, Commu-

nity Wide Shura Conference.
Rev. Dr. Bernice Powell Jackson, First United
Church of Tampa, said in
a video message that on
this weekend, we pray
with one heart and one
mind for our community.
“We pray for unity and
a common vision to take
up Dr. King’s challenge to
build the beloved community where all are welcome, where all are fed
and clothed and housed,
where all live in safety and
dignity,” she said.
South Denmark Girl
Choir (Mid Rasmussen,
director) and Lumina
Choir of Tampa Bay
(Deah McReynolds, director) provided the program’s musical selections.
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Veteran alumnus uses political science background for better
understanding of international security operations, foreign affairs
ST. PETERSBURG —
Lance Guillory had a
wealth of worldly experiences when he came to
USF’s St. Petersburg campus in the early 2000s.
As a 17-year-old, he enrolled in the U.S. Army and
found himself participating
in strategic missions
around the globe shortly
after that. He took part in
the combat parachute assault into Panama during
Operation Just Cause, and
a few months later, deployed for Operation
Desert Storm in Iraq.
Several years later, as a
National Guard Special
Forces unit member, he
was sent to eastern
Afghanistan to fight Al
Qaeda and other militants.
He ultimately served 10
years on active duty and 16
in the guard and reserves.
Participating in these
massive undertakings on
the world stage made him
fascinated with the political
context behind them.
“I saw many parts of the
world but wanted a better
understanding of these
events,” Guillory said. “I

wanted to go to learn where
it was more personable.”
Guillory earned a bachelor’s degree in political science
at
USF’s
St.
Petersburg campus in 2004.
He then devoted even more
years in service to his country, this time in the Foreign
Service as a Special Agent
of the Diplomatic Security
Service, protecting people,
investigating crimes, and
securing embassies.
“The conduct of foreign
affairs is politics on an international scale. The background in political science
provided color to my time
in the Foreign Service and
allowed a more sophisticated understanding of the
environments I worked in,”
he explained.
We talked with Guillory
to hear more about his military and academic experience and how both
impacted his career and led
him to manage his own security firm today.
This interview has been
edited for length.
Can you talk about your
career in the U.S. Army and
why you wanted to serve?

Guillory (far left) providing security to thenSecretary of State Hillary Clinton during a visit to
Iraq to meet with then Iraqi President Jalal
Talabani. Photo courtesy of Lance Guillory.

I joined the army when
I was 17 years old, and at
that age, I wanted to do
something both a bit
thrilling and rewarding. I
found myself in a parachute
infantry regiment, and before I turned 21, I experienced combat twice. I was
fortunate to be able to participate in parachute missions into Panama in 1989
and the subsequent invasion of Desert Storm in
1991.
I spent a total of 10
years in active duty and
then spent 16 years in the
Florida National Guard and
the reserves. My time in
the National Guard was
spent in a special forces unit
where I was deployed in
combat and non-combat environments,
including
Afghanistan in the early
part of the war. I rounded
out my time in the military
with about six years at Special Operations Command
in Homestead. In that position, I worked in a Special
Activities Cell work in support of people in the field.
During your service,
you found time to study political science at USF’s St.
Petersburg campus. How
did you end up choosing
USF?
In the early 2000s, we
were living in Clearwater,
and I wanted to have a
more positive experience
with school. I was a grown
man with a wife and a baby
and had seen many parts of
the world, but wanted a better understanding of the
places I’ve been to and
events I witnessed. And I
wanted to go to learn where
it was more personable,
and that is exactly what I
got there [USF St. Petersburg].

My instructors and professors were just great
mentors, Dr. Thomas
Smith (political science professor and associate dean of
the Judy Genshaft Honors
College) in particular. He
encouraged me to write
about my experience in
Afghanistan and tie it into
the political landscape for
my studies. I went to the St.
Pete campus just for that
type of college experience,
being able to sit one-on-one
with smart people and unpack what I went through.
Why were you interested in the field of political
science? Did that come
from your experience in the
military?
I would say so. In my
younger years, I don’t recall
being that interested in political science. I think being
in the army, being part of a
much greater effort, and
seeing how that plays into
foreign policy and international relations spurred my
interest.
After earning your degree, you would eventually
join the Foreign Service.
Can you talk about what the
Foreign Service is and what
your role was?
It was an amazing experience. I was so fortunate to
get into the service, which
is extremely difficult to do.
I was a special agent in the
Diplomatic Security Service. It was the best law enforcement job on the
planet. I had a chance to do
so many things. I spent five
of my 15 years with the Foreign Service overseas,
three of those years were
one-year tours, each in Iraq,
Afghanistan and Pakistan,
and the other was two years
in Barbados.
The Diplomatic Secu-

rity Service is a three-mission agency. The first mission is the protection of
people, such as the Secretary of State and visiting foreign leaders at the same
level. We also conducted investigations. These investigations tended to be
gateway crimes, revealing
more complex international
illegal activities like terrorism, human trafficking and
drugs.
The third mission is securing U.S. embassies and
consulates around the
globe. Quite often, U.S. embassies are giant fortresses,
and it was our role to manage every aspect of security
of those buildings.
How did your degree in
political science impact
your experience at the Foreign Service?
Getting a background
in political science provided
color to my time in the Foreign Service. The conduct
of foreign affairs is politics
on an international scale. I
think it gave me a more sophisticated understanding
of the environments I
worked in. Having to protect people in some of the
world’s most volatile places,
having a background in political science gave me a
greater context of what we
were facing on the ground.
Learning the nuts and bolts
of politics really helped me
in those types of environments.
You now own your own
security firm. How has your
experience in the military
and college informed your
work today?
I have a security consultancy and my experience
directly informs all the
things I do now. This includes conducting security

USF alum Lance
Guillory, retired
Special Agent of the
U.S. State Department
and former Green
Beret Safe, founded
Safe Haven Risk
Management. He
brings more than 30
years of combined
Army Special
Operations, federal
law enforcement, and
global security
experience.
and vulnerability assessments for organizations and
corporations. I’ve worked
with companies in the private sector, billionaires,
major sports associations,
and for foreign dignitaries
who live in the U.S.
Anything else you like
to add?
Being a stressed-out
college student and being
able to walk and sit outside
on the harbor to have a bit
of quiet before taking a big
test was pretty special. I
spent a decent amount of
time stressing over tests in
college, but the USF St. Petersburg environment was
smaller, much more personable and ideal for me.

From a Teen’s Perspective
What are your New Year’s resolutions?
BY DACIA JACKSON
Teen Journalist

As 2022 kicks off, starting your new year with a
focused look at what you
want to do this year is vital.
Granted, 2020-21 may not
have been the best years
for everyone, but 2022 can
be exceptional!
Having attainable goals,
important to you and enterprising, is crucial to have. I
always try to strive for the
most I can complete while
staying within the borders
of what I truly can accomplish in a year.
Completing your goals
will flood you with a won-

Most common New Year’s Resolutions include
losing weight, exercising, getting organized,
quitting smoking, and saving money.
derful feeling of accomplishment and keep you fo-

cused throughout the year.
Creating an attainable New

Year’s resolution is essential to feeling accomplished
at the end of the year.
Not fulfilling goals can
be disappointing, and picking anything too extravagant can tank confidence in
your resolutions. I start
with a vision board on New
Year’s Eve for the following
year, and I do this to keep
myself focused on the prize.
Realizing that focus is
important to a New Year’s
resolution is the key to
having a successful year.
And while it is amazing to
have a couple of long-term
goals, having several
short-term goals that can
be completed in a day are

also important, such as relaxing, going to the spa, or
learning to cook your favorite dish.
If you are at a loss for
what to set as your goal
while making your list or
vision board of New Year
resolutions, several general topics may spark your
interest, such as school,
health, vacation, etc. If you
are still unsure, ask yourself, “what would make me
happy if I accomplished it
this year?”
Your New Year’s resolutions should be about
you! It’s made for you, no
one else. Happy New Year!
Dacia Jackson is a teen

Dacia Jackson
journalist, author, and
artist with aspirations of becoming an attorney. She is
currently pursuing an interest in journalism while attending a Florida online
school. Dacia is honest, ambitious, and tenacious, so
her column will always be
truthful, extraordinarily
unique, and hopefully impactful.

Dream Defenders:
The Freedom Column
BY JESSIKA WARD
DREAM DEFENDERS PRESS SECRETARY

Honor your ancestors as a way of healing
Being a person of color
is often a draining and humbling experience filled with
pain and adversity. As we remember Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. this week, I’d also
like to encourage those who
are reading this to honor
their ancestors — those who
are from your actual family.
Honoring our ancestors
can make our daily experiences easier. It is gratifying
to acknowledge our forebears who came before us.
As we remember the lives of
our ancestors, we can mentally experience their jour-

ney and gain an appreciation
for our lives. Our ancestors
lived, thrived, loved, and suffered before we did, and
their sufferings and accomplishments are relevant to
our lives today. If it were not
for them, we would not be.
Indigenous peoples and
cultures worldwide honor
their ancestors often, and
many cultures communicate
with their ancestors daily
through rituals. Our ancestors hold great wisdom that
can guide our lives if we
learn to tap in with our family members who are no

longer physically present
but present in spirit.
It is easy to forget and
even harder to accept that
death is a natural part of life
in our daily life. We need to
remember not to fear death
but embrace it as a form of
energy that can help us
while we live if we interact
with it in the right way.
This week, take time to
remember the friends and
family who have died. Think
about how much they have
contributed to your life and
remind yourself of their role
in your life and the commu-

nity. Celebrate our ancestors
who have paved the way for
us to be present where we
are today, and honor them
by being a positive force in
your communities.
Here are five ways to
honor your ancestors:
1. Remember Them:
Recall memories you have of
them. If you have never met
them, talk to your parents or
family members who have
met the person to gain
knowledge about them.
2. Build an Altar: An
altar can be as simple as having a picture of your ances-

tor. You can add candles,
water, flowers, and items
that speak to you.
3. Call on Them for
Support: You are linked to
your ancestor through blood
and spirit. In your greatest
time of need, you can call out
to those who have paved the
way.
4. Give Them Gifts:
What did your ancestor like
when they were alive? Give
them a gift they enjoy. You
can leave the gift at the altar
you created or go to their
gravesite.
5. Write Their Names

Jessika Ward
& Tell Others: Tell people about your ancestors.
Simple.
Jessika Ward is a journalist and the press secretary for
the Dream Defenders, a
youth-led organization that
organizes Black and Brown
youth to build power in
Florida communities to advance a new vision the
Dream Defenders have for the
state.
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Commissioner Rene Flowers hosts affordable housing conference
PINELLAS COUNTY –
Pinellas County Commissioner Rene Flowers, along
with several other community leaders, will host a
three-day conference focused on sharing information and forming solutions
relative to the housing crisis in Pinellas County Feb.
10-12.
The Honorable Alan
Williams, assistant deputy

secretary to the U.S Department of Housing and
Urban Development, will
serve as the keynote
speaker. A meet and greet
is scheduled for Feb. 10 at
the Dr. Carter G Woodson
African American Museum, 2240 9th Ave. S, St.
Petersburg, followed by
two days of information
sharing at the SPCEpi Center, 13805 58th St. N, Clear-

water.
Breakout sessions and
panel discussions will focus
on financing affordable and
workforce projects, qualifying for home loans, innovative housing programs and
projects, veterans housing
initiatives, and an update on
legislative bills affecting
housing opportunities.
Planning
program
members:

• Commissioner Gwen
Myers
• Councilmember Deborah Figgs-Sanders
• Gershom Faulkner,
representing Congressman
Crist
• Gypsy Gallardo, CEO
One Community Plan &
managing
member,
Sankofa Group
• Dr. Tonjua Williams,
SPC President

• Dr. Cynthia Johnson,
director, Pinellas County
Economic Development
Department
• Ernest Coney, CDC
of Tampa Bay
• Sean King, Habitat for
Humanity Pinellas/Pasco)
• Joshua Johnson, St.
Petersburg Housing Department
• Tom DeYampert, Veteran Housing Landlord

• Mike Jalazzo, PERC
• Cheryl Schroeder,
AFL-CIO
• Mark Hunt, director,
Career Technical and Adult
Education
Spaces are limited, and
COVID-19 Protocols will
be followed. For sponsorship opportunities, please
email dherring@pinellascounty.org.

Join Commissioner
Rene Flowers,
local, state, and
federal officials
Feb. 10-12 as they
seek input from
the community
while presenting
proposed solutions
to the issues
surrounding
homeownership,
rentals, leasing,
and stock
availability.

CONNECT WITH US!
Breaking
the Cycle
REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.
Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

BISHOP
BUZZKILL IS BACK!
Praise the Lord
everyone.
I pray you had a
great new beginning to
start out the New Year.
First of all, Congrats
go out to the Welch’s.
We have been and will
continue to pray the
Lord leads and guide
your ever y footstep and
places His hedge of protection over y’all.
I’m back as the Lord
would have it and as before the more things
change the more they
stay the same.
I remember back
some eight years ago
when Lynn asked me to
start this column and
the reason she said
rings more true than
even back then, no one
is addressing the elephant, no, the entire zoo
in the room.
There are so many
“firsts” in our communities in the past 8 years,
yet the same old songs
are being sung because
there is no growth,
“real” changes in the
conditions of our people.
I will end this week
with that thought for
now and just give you a
reminder of where I left
off last year so that you
that are new will get an
idea of how and why I
write.
DEBUNKING INCLUSIVE – Part 3
(Conclusion)
Praise the Lord.
2 PETER 2
2 But [in those days]
false prophets arose

among the people, just
as there will be false
teachers among you,
who will subtly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the
Master who bought
them, bringing swift destruction
on
themselves. 2 Many will
follow their shameful
ways, and because of
them the way of truth
will be maligned. 3 And
in their greed they will
exploit you with false arguments and twisted
doctrine. Their sentence
[of condemnation which
God has decreed] from a
time long ago is not idle
[but is still in force], and
t
h
e
i
r
destruction and deepening misery is not asleep
[but is on its way].
4 For if God did not
[even] spare angels that
sinned, but threw them
into hell and sent them
to pits of gloom to be
kept [there] for judgment; 5 and if He did not
spare the ancient world,
but protected Noah, a
preacher of righteousness, with seven others,
when He brought [the
judgment of] a flood
upon the world of the
ungodly; 6 and if He condemned the cities of
Sodom and Gomorrah to
destruction by reducing
them to ashes, having
made them an example
to those who would live
ungodly lives thereafter; 7 and if He rescued righteous [c]Lot,
who was tormented by
the immoral conduct of
unprincipled and un-

DEBUNKING INCLUSIVE –
Part 3 (Conclusion)
godly men 8 (for that
just man, while living
among them, felt his
righteous
soul
tormented day after day by
what he saw and heard
of
their
lawless
acts), 9 then [in light of
the fact that all this is
true, be sure that] the
Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trial,
and how to keep the unrighteous under punishment until the day of
judgment, 10 and especially those who indulge
in the corrupt passions
of the sin nature, and despise authority.
Presumptuous and re
ckless, self-willed and arrogant [creatures, despising the majesty of
the Lord], they do not
tremble when they revile angelic majesties, 11
whereas even angels
who are superior in
might and power do not
bring a reviling (defaming) accusation against
them
before
the
Lord. 12 But these [false
teachers], like unreasoning animals, [mere]
creatures of instinct,
born to be captured and
destroyed,
reviling
things they do not understand, will also perish
in their own corruption
[in their destroying they
will
be
destroyed], 13 suffering
wrong [destined for punishment] as the wages of
doing wrong. They
count it a delight to revel
in the daytime [living
luxuriously]. They are
stains and blemishes [on
mankind], reveling in

their deceptions even as
they
feast
with
you. 14 They have eyes
full of adulter y, constantly looking for sin,
enticing and luring away
unstable souls. Having
hearts trained in greed,
[they are] children of a
curse. 15 Abandoning
the straight road [that is,
the right way to live],
they have gone astray;
they have followed the
way of [the false
teacher] Balaam the son
of Beor, who loved the
reward
of
wickedness; 16 but he was rebuked for his own
transgression: a mute
donkey spoke with a
man’s voice and restrained the prophet’s
madness.
17
These
[false
teachers] are springs
without water and mists
driven by a tempest, for
whom is reser ved the
gloom of black darkness. 18 For uttering arrogant words of vanity
[pompous words disguised to sound scholarly or profound, but
meaning nothing and
containing no spiritual
truth],
they
beguile and lure using lu
stful desires, by sensuality, those who barely escape from the ones who
live in error. 19 They
promise them liberty,
when they themselves
are the slaves of depravity—for by whatever
anyone
is
defeated and overcome,
to that [person, thing,
philosophy, or concept]
he is continually en-

slaved. 20 For if, after
they have escaped the
pollutions of the world
by [personal] knowledge of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ, they
are again entangled in
them and are overcome,
their last condition has
become worse for them
than the first. 21 For it
would have been better
for them not to have
[personally] known the
way of righteousness,
than to have known it
and then to have turned
back from the holy commandment
[verbally]
handed
on
to
them. 22 The thing spoken of in the true
proverb has happened to
them, “The dog returns
to his own vomit,” and,
“A sow is washed only to
wallow [again] in the
mire.”
2 Tim 4
4 I solemnly charge
you in the presence of
God and of Christ Jesus,
who is to judge the living
and the dead, and by His
appearing and His kingdom: 2 preach the word
[as an official messenger]; be ready when the
time
is
right
and even when it is not
[keep your sense of urgency, whether the opportunity
seems
favorable or unfavorable,
whether convenient or
inconvenient, whether
welcome or unwelcome]; correct [those
who err in doctrine or
behavior], warn [those
who sin], exhort and encourage [those who are
growing toward spiritual

maturity], with inexhaustible patience and
[faithful] teaching. 3 For
the time will come when
people will not tolerate
sound doctrine and accurate instruction [that
challenges them with
God’s truth]; but wanting to have their ears
tickled [with something
pleasing], they will accumulate for themselves
[many] teachers [one
after another, chosen] to
satisfy their own desires and to support the
errors they hold, 4 and
will turn their ears away
from the truth and will
wander
off
into
myths and man-made
fictions [and will accept
the unacceptable]. 5 But
as for you, be clearheaded in ever y situation [stay calm and cool
and steady], endure
every hardship [without
flinching], do the work
of an evangelist, fulfill
[the duties of] your ministry.
Not all false teachers
started out that way.
They were once speak
called by God but somewhere along the way got
enticed by money or
power or both. I hear
some have changed
somewhat but it must be
a complete 180 degrees
which will constitute a
genuine repentance.
Till next week,
May the Lord God
Bless you REAL GOOD.
Bishop Dr. Robert L.
Harrison, Jr.
Aka Bishop Buzzkill
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My Better Living
Kick the caffeine
A hot cup of coffee
with the morning sunshine sounds so revitalizing. We all know
someone that needs coffee to live and lives for a
good cup of coffee, and
that someone may even
be you.
Truth is that today’s
coffee is light years beyond our grandmother’s

BY SHARLENE EDWARDS, MPH, RN, CIC
HEALTH & WELLNESS COACH

instant Folgers. The love
of coffee and the coffee
drinking culture is more
than just about a hot or
cold brew that tastes
good; instead, it speaks
volumes about our need,
obsession, and addiction
to caffeine. We all have
this fixed idea that only
coffee contains caffeine,
but that is not the case.

Beverages like soda,
sweets like chocolate,
and even some teas contain caffeine.
Caffeinated food and
drinks can keep you
awake and help burn that
midnight oil in time of
need. Coffee shops have
now become a matter for
social gatherings. Energy
drinks are now considered as one of
your close friends
as it has helped
you sit up late at
night and clear
those grueling papers or projects.
With all the usefulness one can
think of, we also
happen to know
that these caffeine-containing
items are not the
best for your
health.
Coffee disrupts your normal bodily functions by
Now for the
constricting your blood vessels, causing abnormally
bad
news, while
fast or irregular heartbeats. It is also known for
having caffeine
increasing blood pressure, which leads to constant
can give you enstress and puts a person with chronic high blood
ergy and make it
pressure at increased risk for stroke.

feel alert, it is the aftermath and the harmful effects it has on your
health that you should be
most worried about. Caffeine is a stimulus that affects
your
central
nervous system by
stressing the hormones
in the bloodstream and
keeping you alert and
awake whenever you
have it.
This unnatural way of
staying alert takes a toll
on your body. It disrupts
your normal functions by
constricting your blood
vessels, causing abnormally fast or irregular
heartbeats. It is also
known for increasing
blood pressure, leading
to constant stress, and
putting a person with
chronic high blood pressure at increased risk for
stroke.
There are also increased chances of heart
disease as well as pancreatic and bladder cancer,
which we all know can be

fatal. In addition, longterm coffee intake can
cause stomach ulcers
due to the high acidity
and cause loss of calcium.
Worst yet, caffeine,
which has been freely
used in most beverages,
is often paired with high
sugar contents, creating
addiction among children and a sure path to
obesity and excess
weight.
Long-term caffeine intake creates an addictive
response, and kicking
the habit can be just as
difficult as someone trying to kick a smoking
habit or alcohol addiction. If you suddenly decide to quit cold turkey
after years of consuming
caffeine at high levels,
you will certainly face
caffeine
withdrawal
symptoms that can be
anything
from
a
headache, irritability, fatigue, constipation, lack
of appetite, lack of con-

centration, to even forgetfulness.
The idea to quit caffeine should be planned
out with a slow and gradual process. Understand
why and in what situations you feel the need to
have coffee, soda, or that
energy drink. Try replacement; maybe you
like the taste of coffee
paired with your favorite
creamer, go for decaf instead. Perhaps you just
like the fizz of soda in
your mouth; try a decaf
version or maybe a bubbly water instead.
Your taste buds will
eventually get used to it,
and your body will love
you more for deciding to
change.
Sharlene Edwards,
aka Nurse Shar, is a public health practitioner and
community
advocate
with a master’s degree in
public health epidemiology.

SPC economic equity and inclusion initiatives align with mayor’s priorities
ST. PETERSBURG -Less than seven days in office, newly elected St. Pete
Mayor Ken Welch shared
first-hand his administrations’ equitable development priorities. More than
100 community members
joined him virtually for the
Economic Equity Policy
Dialogue on Jan. 11,
hosted by The Equity Institute of St Petersburg,
the St. Pete NAACP, the
Foundation for a Healthy
St. Petersburg, and USF
St. Petersburg.
“Equity is fundamental
to inclusive progress,”
Welch said. “When you
have that foundation as a
start, it helps you to move
in the right direction.”
From housing to economic development practitioners, SPC Provost of
the Downtown and Midtown Centers Dr. Tashika
Griffith joined an esteemed panel from diverse sectors, including:

• Dr. Cynthia Johnson,
Economic Development
director, Pinellas County
Economic Development
• Deborah FiggsSanders, City of St. Petersburg
Councilmember,
District 5
• Jason Mathis, CEO,
The Downtown Partnership
• Jillian Bandes, vice
president, Bandes Construction and president,
YIMBY St. Pete
• Karl Nurse, former
St. Pete City Councilman,
District 6
Griffith shared SPC’s
focus on equitable economic mobility through
opening the Center for
Economic Impact and Inclusion (CEII) at the SPC
Downtown Center. During
the event, she asked
Welch how the city plans
to collaborate with local
higher education leaders
to expand the educational
ecosystem and partner

with CEII to address
workforce development
needs.
“Building that ecosystem is important,” Welch
said. “A family of an elementary student can see
the pathways available and
connect to them. SPC
does such a great job, not
only in four-year access
and beyond, but also the
certificate
programs.
Making sure we connect
our youth with the right
track and the fundamental
tools they need to change
gears sometimes is important.”
Last year, SPC announced plans to open
CEII as a training and
learning space for understanding diversity and inclusion and the economic
implications of these practices on the local community. The center will
assemble
businesses,
community organizations,
and workforce members

to build an inclusive community that drives economic development.
“The convening of economic equity practitioners
was extremely significant
to hear and potentially assist with informing the
policies of Mayor Welch’s
new administration,” Griffith said. “Being able to
share CEII’s purpose and
goals with Mayor Welch
and residents of the city
was invaluable as we continue to engage and build
partnerships.”
CEII will serve as a
think tank that addresses
crucial economic inclusion, community-based issues,
demonstrating
SPC’s commitment to economic mobility for all its
students. The center will
provide invaluable services to local businesses
and industries and connect students to real-world
learning and networking
opportunities.

On Tuesday, Jan. 11,
Mayor Ken Welch introduced priorities
for his administration, and along with
panelists and attendees, lent insights to
defining the emerging field of equitable
economic development.
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The Passing of a Community Icon - Maurice Mickens
MICKENS, from page 7

ens’ claim of Miller as his
son.
“When he walked into
a room, people got happier. He was a light and
salt of the earth,” said Rev.
Dr. Fred Hinson.
“He was my mentor,”
said Deacon Joshua Sherman. “He took me to
places I never knew existed.”
As the choir closed out
the service with the rol-

licking “Freedom” gospel
song, Rev. Dr. William
Sherman, Mickens’ pastor
for the past 28 years, remembered a refrain Mickens relayed time and time
again, “The spirit is good,
so the body has to follow.”
Cherishing and remembering
Maurice
Mickens lovingly are his
wife, Patricia Mickens, his
children, Rodney, Simone,
Chanel, Michael, and

Mark. His brother, Raymond
Mickens;
his
daughter-in-law,
Janet
Mickens;
sister-in-law,
Mabel Watts; brothers-inlaws, Allen Watts, Jr., Darryl Watts, Terrence Watts,
Joseph Watts and Dwayne
Watts; and 21 grandchildren; nine great-grandchildren; and a host of
nieces, nephews, relatives
and devoted friends.

Rev. Dr. William Sherman (at podium), pastor of Mt. Carmel Baptist
Church, speaks at the Memorial for Maurice Mickens, a deacon at
Mt. Carmel for 28 years, a playwright, arts enthusiast and
community activist who was well-loved by his family and many.
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St. Pete Black Pride celebrates Dr. King
BY J.A. JONES
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG -- St.
Pete Black Pride has a mission to create a comprehensive,
multi-cultural,
social service and prevention program that is effective and responsive to
indigent and disenfranchised populations. Started
by Dr. J. Carl Devine,
founder of the Banyan
Tree Project, this year St.
Pete Black Pride honored
the legacy of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. with a
weekend of events.
On Saturday, Jan. 16, Dr.
Michael
BenjaminRobinson presented a talk at
the Exchange Hotel that focused on the foundation of
healthy relationships.
“As a mental health therapist, I have discovered that
all of us do better at what we
are clear about ourselves,”
he shared. “And a good way
of knowing is looking at attachment theory.”
Benjamin-Robinson is
the CEO and primary psychotherapist at BACH
Therapeutic Counseling
Services and has been a social service and public

health practitioner for 20
years, providing substance
abuse counseling, youth
programs, behavioral and
community interventions,
and infectious prevention
disease prevention/care. A
licensed clinical social
worker/board-approved
clinical supervisor (LCSWBACS), he is also adjunct
faculty at Southern University at New Orleans School
of Social Work and Tulane
School of Social Work.
Benjamin-Robinson
noted that while attachment theory has been
around a long-time, he believes it was very beneficial
in helping to “explain our
attachments and relationships from childhood to
adulthood. It’s a very good
way of having a conceptualization of how you navigate
or manage relationships.”
He also added that the
theory was necessary for
the LGBTQIA community
to examine through its own
lens because so much of
what our societal culture
dictates is designed around
“heteronormative ways of
being — and we’re not heterosexual.”

Miss St. Pete Black Pride, Kiala Santi

He noted that he appreciates questions that ask
how attachment styles relate to same-gender-loving
relationships — and affirmed that for the most
part, “it doesn’t change
very much. Because we all
come with attachment
styles based on how we
were raised.”
His couple’s therapy
practice includes heterosexual and same-sex couples and polyamorous
relationships. He also
counsels those dealing
with anxiety or depression.
In a relationship, he often
sees what is referred to as
“anxiety-ridden” partners
and “avoidant” partners.
“I like to think of it as a
kind of spectrum. On one
end of the spectrum, you
have a person with anxiety,
fear, worry, nervousness;
they have a preoccupation
with the relationship, constantly needing reassurance that the relationship is
as strong as they would like
for it to be — and they’re
looking for that reassurance from their partner.”
If an anxious person is
in a relationship with an
avoidant person, this type
of behavior, the therapist
shared, can start a negative
cycle within their relationship. “The avoidant person
will feel like that constant
need for reassurance is an
emotional
neediness,”
which will make them frustrated.
In turn, this will cause
them to avoid intimacy —
maybe not sexual intimacy,
he noted, but an activity
that might be about feelings and emotions. Ultimately, it creates a
push-pull cycle that both
the anxious and avoidant
people feed into.

“What I work with people on is coming from
those areas of insecurity
into security, which in my
mind is in the middle of
that spectrum,” he added.
Benjamin-Robinson affirmed that many men were
not raised and socialized to
express their feelings – to
talk about their feelings and
“get our emotions out.” In
turn, they become adults
who aren’t good at saying
emotionally binding things.
Phrases like “I love you” or
“I’m sorry” become difficult because “these things
really take you being able
to look inwardly and do selfreflection about.” Change,
however, said the doctor, is
possible.
“I came from anxiousness in my growing up because of my relationship
with my father. Now I have
a good relationship with
my father, but as a child,
because I was gay, I believe
my father sensed that femininity.” On top of being
‘the father,’ BenjaminRobinson acknowledged
his dad was probably more
avoidant than him, being
raised as a male taught not
to cry – as well as to be a
super-masculine type “a
firefighter, with policeman
friends.”
” So, it started a type of
relationship with us where
I wanted to have his approval. And here is where
the nervousness of that relationship starts because
I’m constantly trying to do
things to seek approval,
and if I don’t, I’m not meeting the mark. Then I’m
going to try to do better to
win his affection.”
An avoidant person
might develop because
their parents weren’t available to answer their emo-

Dr. Michael Benjamin-Robinson
and Dr. J. Carl Devine
tional needs when they
were children. This caused
them to learn to compartmentalize their feelings
and keep them to themselves.
“When they grow up,
they still do the same
things,” he explained.
“They keep the feelings to
themselves – ‘oh, I’m
good.’ Trauma? ‘Oh, I’m
past that.’ That’s not how
that works, but that’s how
they’ll think.”
While Benjamin-Robinson said therapy can be a
huge step in making those
changes because it has a
lot to do with self-reflection,
it’s really about a person
being able to do “a real selfinventory.” It is vital not just
to look at the things we
love about ourselves, but
more importantly, to look
at the things that are not so
great about our personality
– the things that need to be
worked on.
Changing
behavior,
though, he admitted, is
more challenging, and professional guidance or therapy might be necessary to
achieve behavior change.
Devine shared that one
of the reasons he asked
Benjamin-Robinson
to
present was to help samegender-loving Black people
in this area have pride and
feel good about themselves. “If you feel good
about yourself, you take

care of yourself better.
Some of the things that
cause problems you get rid
of. All of that ties into selfesteem: building yourself
up by yourself, loving yourself enough to do the right
thing for yourself. That’s
what Black Pride is about,
and that’s what St. Pete
Black Pride is about.”
Devine’s Banyan Tree
Project is the sponsor of St.
Pete Black Pride and wants
to elevate the concept of
same-gender-loving.
“We’re not gay; we’re
not lesbians, we’re not bisexuals. We’re same-gender-loving
men
and
women. I think it takes
away the ‘other’ atmosphere. When you say
you’re gay, that means
you’re other. When you’re
lesbian, your other, you’re
not a human being; you’re
something different. But
when you are a same-gender-loving man or woman,
it takes away the mystery.
It takes away the bull; it
takes away the doubt.
We’re men and women. We
just happen to love the
same gender.”
Later in the afternoon,
St. Pete Black Pride presented drag entertainment
by the official Miss St. Pete
Black Pride, Kiala Santi,
who performed several
pop hits. She also represented St. Pete Black Pride
at the MLK Day Parade.

Honoring the Legaccy of

Dr. Maartin Luther King
K , Jr.

For more than 90 years, St. Peterrsburg College hass inspired studentss
to make their drreams a reality thrrough education. Today,
T
we continu
ue
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lead to a brrighter future thro
ough high-wage, in
n-demand jobs.

spcollege.edu
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Vitu International
• African
artifacts
• African
Clothing
• Live plants
Skyway Marina Mall
4301 34th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33711
727-254-3608
Gwendolyn S. Fields, owner
gwendolynsfields@gmail.com
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955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

First Baptist Institutional Church

(727) 894-4311
Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study .......................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
Sunday Worship Service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Small Group Bible Study ..............................6:30 p.m.
Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

The Weekly Challenger

www.theweeklychallenger.com
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.
Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Welcome – Bienvenidos
ST. AUGUSTINE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Joyful Spirit, Joyful Jazz
The Rev. Josie Rose,
Priest-in-Charge

2920 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg 33712
727-867-6774
StAugustine@tampabay.rr.com
Please join us on our Zoom Ministry Line:
Meeting ID: 226-033-6850 Dial-in #: 1-929-436-2866
Sunday Prayer Service: 9:00 a. m.
Sunday Church School: 9:15 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service: 10:00 a.m.
Tuesday Bible Study: 7:00 p.m.

Sunday Communion and Worship Service 9:00 a.m.
Communion and Healing Service 11:00 a.m. Tuesdays

First Mount Pilgrim Evangelical
Missionary Baptist Church

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church
1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

But for me and my house, we will serve the Lord

(727) 327-8708

Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Victory Christian Center Church

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

2700 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33715
727-320-2709
lpdavismemorial@gmail.com
Sunday Worship Services

Reverend
Darrel W. Davis, Sr.
Pastor - Teacher

Sunday School 9:30 am • Worship Service 11:00 am
Prayer Meeting Wednesday 7 pm
Bible Study Wednesday 7:30 pm

20th Street
Church Of Christ

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org

Donn & Jean
Freshler

Joshua 24:15

Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

Bro. Robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Sunday Bible Class (All Ages)
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Evening Worship
Ladies Bible Class Monday
Monday Evening Bible Class
Wednesday Morning Bible Class
Wednesday Evening Bible Class

..........8:30 a.m.
..........9:45 a.m.
.........6:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.

INSPIRATIONS
BY DIERDRE DOWNING-JACKSON

Al Downing - My father was God’s instrument
WHEN GOD GIVES YOU AN ASSIGNMENT, THERE IS ALWAYS JOY AND CHALLENGE FOR THE TASK TO BE DONE.
AS GOD’S INSTRUMENT, HE WANTS US PREPARED TO
DO HIS WILL, HIS WAY.
“DADDY” aka “AL DOWNING”, MOVED OUT OF GOD’S
WAY AND BECAME AN OPEN VESSEL TO BE USED.
DADDY WAS PREPARED FOR THE CHALLENGES, AS
HE EXPERIENCED THE JOY OF THE BLESSING OF BEING
USED BY GOD.
YES, IT IS A BLESSING AND WE MUST ACCEPT EVERYTHING THAT COMES WITH BEING AN INSTRUMENT USED
BY GOD.
GOD MUST BE AT OUR HELM AND HE ALONE MUST DIRECT OUR COURSE. HE MUST STEER US DOWN A PATH OF
RIGHTEOUSNESS.
AS MY FATHER TOOK THIS LIFE JOURNEY, HE WAS ENCOURAGED BY GOD’S LIVING WORD AND HIS PROMISES.
HIS JOURNEY WAS A WALK OF FAITH. HE OBEYED
GOD’SCOMMANDS AND TRUSTED GOD’S WORD. MY FATHER KNEW THAT WITH JESUS AS HIS SAVIOR, HE COULD
CONQUER ANYTHING.
WE MUST LEARN TO OPERATE IN THE SPIRIT. GOD
TELLS US TO WORSHIP HIM IN SPIRIT AND IN TRUTH.
AL DOWNING WAS WILLING TO PRAISE AND PERSEVERE AS HE WENT THROUGH HIS JOURNEY AS GOD’S INSTRUMENT.

MY FATHER PRAYED FOR GOD’S GUIDANCE, DIRECTION, PROTECTION AND PEACE.
HE PRAYED FOR OTHERS AND WAS CLOTHED WITH
HUMILITY.
MY FATHER LISTENED TO GOD AS HE TOLD HIM WHAT
TO DO, WHERE TO GO AND HOW TO MOVE FORWARD AS
GOD’S VESSEL AND INSTRUMENT.
IT WAS A BLESSING TO WITNESS MY FATHER, WHO
WAS WILLING TO BE USED BY GOD AND WILLING TO BE
GOD’S INSTRUMENT OF LOVE.
THANK YOU, LORD, FOR THE EXAMPLE OF MY FATHER,
WHOSE FAITH HELPED US TO LEARN HOW TO HOLD
ONTO OUR PEACE.
KEEP US SILENT BEFORE YOU LORD AND DELIVER US
FROM ALL UNRIGHTEOUSNESS. TAKE OUR HAND LORD
AND LEAD US.
MY FATHER WAS TRULY THANKFUL TO BE USED FOR
YOUR GLORY LORD. PLEASE KEEP US ALWAYS HUMBLE IN
YOUR SIGHT.
THANK YOU LORD FOR YOUR GRACE AND MERCY AND
FOR THE LOVE OF MY FATHER WHO LOVED YOU SO.
AMEN
“But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of GOD, and not of us.”
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ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
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THE ROCK OF JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.friendshipstpetersburg.org
Email: fmbc3300@outlook.com
YouTube: FMBC The Ship

THURSDAY, JANUARY 20, 2022

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Dr. John A. Evans, Pastor

WORSHIP EXPERIENCES
Sunday Worship ............................................................8:45 a.m. “The Hour of Power”
Sunday School.........................................................................................................8:00 a.m.
Wednesday in the Word........................................................................................................
12:30 p.m. via ZOOM - ACCESS CODE: 599-819-6863 PASSWORD: 778769
7:00 p.m. via ZOOM - ACCESS CODE: 509-102-8823 PASSWORD: THESHIP
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

St. Mark M.B. Church

Pastor’s Corner

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER

Continuing the Series:
Facing What’s Forward
Scripture: Genesis 6:5-15
Opportunity comes at
many junctures of our daily
life, and as believers, we
subscribe to the thought
that God can do all, but fail.
Yet, what are we doing
with these opportunities,
do we notice them? Do we
appreciate them? As we examine Gen.6:5, we note
that Noah noticed that
things were not getting
better, but in fact were getting worse for the people.
Today, we might easily
allow ourselves to be led
into making the same assertion, things do seem to
be getting worse morally,
mentally, relationally, and
even in terms of our cultural awareness and Dr.
King’s iconic “I Have a
Dream” speech delivered
around the Lincoln memorial in Washington DC, August 28, 1963, is declarable
in our hearts. Let us
closely
examine
our
thoughts behind the premise “What door is opening
at this moment?” In terms
of opportunity, God is constantly opening doors for
us, doors of opportunity.
Consider the importance
of understanding the concept of “Facing Forward”
when opportunity knocks
at our proverbial door.
Thought: What door is

opening at this moment for
you?
Question: “What Will
You Do with Opportunity?”
Will you…
Miss it: Sometimes we
miss opportunities because we simply do not notice it, we do not
understand what it looks
like.
Mess- over it: It is difficult to comprehend; we
are baffled and do not
know what to do with the
opportunity.
Maxime the moment
and the opportunity: Ideally, we can advance and
progress with opportunities that are afforded to us!
So then, what does opportunity need from us
when knocking at the
door? We are to receive the
following for instruction:
Point One: Linked with
God (Gen. 6:9) provides
guidance in Noah’s story.
Noah walked with God.
Which is good news for
you and I as we focus on
the belief that every opportunity comes from God,
and He is careful and loves
us enough to point out opportunities for us.
Point Two: Listening to
God (v.13) And God said
unto Noah…, again, evidence that we serve a God

TODAY’S CHURCH Tampa Bay

Standing

Rev. Brian K. Brown,
Pastor
that is careful with us and
in his instruction to us.
God teaches us what to do
with the opportunities in
front of us. As Christians
we are to present ourselves
malleable and allow God to
develop us.
Point Three: Learning
from God (v;13- 14)
Friends, we have to follow
God’s directions so the opportunities facing us can
be fruitful. In an effort to
maximize opportunity, we
are to continue focusing on
the facts of God, fellowshiping with God, and certainly having faith in God
as He shows us what to do
with our opportunities.
Lastly, life in Christ
Jesus is fruitful. The journey requires many aspects
of instruction if we are to
face what is ahead and the
many doors of time, space,
and will He chooses to
grant us. As you and I continue on this journey, no
matter how dark life may
appear, please remember
God loves us so much, and
continues to place opportunities in front of us.

Facing What’s Forward
Thoughtful Consideration: What Do You Do
When Failure Comes Up
in Your Forward? Scripture: Genesis 4: 1 - 7
Preface: Failed moments are NOT for blaming, learn from a failed
moment- looking within
and being reflective to be
better! With that, there are
two choices to make:
1. Get Angry…which
is only going to make
things worse.
2. Find the meaning of
the failure…which establishes an opportunity for
things to get BETTER!
Being mindful of the
power of anger, how often
has unchecked anger led
to punishment or seeking
revenge on someone? If
we are being honest with
ourselves, this happens
more times than not, but
this is not God’s way. Our

desires should prayerfully
align with God’s directions
and instructions for living
a life that pleases Him.
Points to Ponder:
Look for God’s Connection: God rejects what
was done, essentially sin,
but He continues to love
you and I. Further, God
wants us to make some adjustments. He is not ‘mad’
at us. (verse 6)
Listen to God’s Correction: God corrects us to remain in alignment with his
desires to bless us. When
we take inventory of the
correction, we are in a posture to receive what God is
asking of us and what
pleases Him the most.
verse 7)
Live by God’s Counsel:
Caution: We have to get
our emotions under control before something unpleasant and unnecessary

happens! Consider that
anger leads to sin, reference Cain’s actions in the
murder of his brother.
More appropriately, there
is a better strategy, manage anger, refrain from letting anger manage you!
We are to manage our
emotions, (anger) by monitoring it to determine the
level of intensity and ministering to the anger by
using God’s holy word and
GODLY people to control
it. (verse 7)
You’re invited to experience the full sermon is
on YouTube and join us
Sunday mornings in the
sanctuary or via live
stream on YouTube @ St
Mark MBC at 10:20 for
Sunday School, worship
service at 10:45 a.m., and
bible study on Wednesdays @ 7:00 p.m.

“When you stand praying, forgive (Mark 11:25).”
Standing is a powerful
prayer posture. Not only did
Jesus, the Perfect Pattern,
lay prostrate to pray, he also
stood in prayer and taught
his disciples to do the same.
Standing in prayer demonstrates your ability to stand
up for yourself, aware that
you can talk to God directly,
just as Jesus did. There are
several biblical examples of
Jesus, the son of God, praying directly to his Father
with the confidence that
God would hear and answer
his prayers.
On the cross, Jesus
prayed to his Father
(Matthew 27:45- 46, Luke
23:34, 46). When he declared, “It is finished,” he
meant that the work of reconciliation between humanity and divinity was
accomplished (John 19:30).
Jesus also manifested finished work through the veil
in the temple that was rent
from top to bottom
(Matthew 27:51). The torn
veil symbolized that God
and creation are one and are
no longer separated. It signifies that the children of
God no longer need a priest
to intercede on their behalf;
they can take their stance
and go directly to God for
themselves.
Part of Jesus’ purpose
was to serve as mediator
and intercessor to reconcile
you back to God. Once you
are reconciled to God and
become one with God, you

no longer need a mediator.
Just like a separated couple,
no longer needs a counselor
once they restore their marriage. When you redeem
your relationship with God
through Christ’s example,
you no longer need an advocate or a lawyer. Just as a
person on trial no longer
needs a lawyer once they
are acquitted, you can stand
in the assurance that God
answered your prayers because God forgives you and
you forgive yourself.
Using the Prayer Tool of
Forgiving as symbolized by
the vice grip pliers, forgive
yourself for anything in
your past that causes you to
feel that you can’t stand up
for yourself and talk directly
to God.“When you stand
praying, forgive (Mark
11:25).”
Standing is a powerful
prayer posture. Not only did
Jesus, the Perfect Pattern,
lay prostrate to pray, he also
stood in prayer and taught
his disciples to do the same.
Standing in prayer demonstrates your ability to stand
up for yourself, aware that
you can talk to God directly,
just as Jesus did. There are
several biblical examples of
Jesus, the son of God, praying directly to his Father
with the confidence that
God would hear and answer
his prayers.
On the cross, Jesus
prayed to his Father
(Matthew 27:45- 46, Luke
23:34, 46). When he declared, “It is finished,” he

meant that the work of reconciliation between humanity and divinity was
accomplished (John 19:30).
Jesus also manifested finished work through the veil
in the temple that was rent
from top to bottom
(Matthew 27:51). The torn
veil symbolized that God
and creation are one and are
no longer separated. It signifies that the children of
God no longer need a priest
to intercede on their behalf;
they can take their stance
and go directly to God for
themselves.
Part of Jesus’ purpose
was to serve as mediator
and intercessor to reconcile
you back to God. Once you
are reconciled to God and
become one with God, you
no longer need a mediator.
Just like a separated couple,
no longer needs a counselor
once they restore their marriage. When you redeem
your relationship with God
through Christ’s example,
you no longer need an advocate or a lawyer. Just as a
person on trial no longer
needs a lawyer once they
are acquitted, you can stand
in the assurance that God
answered your prayers because God forgives you and
you forgive yourself.
Using the Prayer Tool of
Forgiving as symbolized by
the vice grip pliers, forgive
yourself for anything in
your past that causes you to
feel that you can’t stand up
for yourself and talk directly
to God.

Prayer tool of forgiving: Vice grip pliers
Vise-grip pliers have
several uses, such as removing broken screws and loosening frozen nuts. They can
also be used to clamp small
things in place, to remove
stripped screws and even to
open a zipper when the pull
breaks off.
Forgiveness, in its simplest form, releases the
past. According to H. Emile
Cady, “forgiveness is letting
go of that which is old,

worn, obsolete and that
which no longer serves you
well.” It removes the broken
screws of hurt and loosens
you from the frozen nuts of
bitterness and resentment.
Forgiveness clamps the
love in your heart in place
and reminds you of your
oneness with all your brothers and sisters of the Universe. It removes the
stripped screws of guilt and
shame and opens you up to

all the good that you zipped
away.
Forgiveness may be
your most utilized prayer
tool because you can’t pray
without forgiveness, and
you can’t forgive without
praying.
Rev. Doral Pulley is the
senior pastor of Today’s
Church Tampa Bay, 940 5th
Ave. S, St. Petersburg (Staybridge Suites) and 5107
North Central Ave., Tampa.

COMMUNITY NEWS
20

THURSDAY, JANUARY 20, 2022

The Weekly Challenger

www.theweeklychallenger.com

THE FUTURE IS FEMALE
JANUARY 20

Join us for a marathon performance by celebrated pianist
Sarah Cahill featuring more than sixty women composers
from around the globe. Cahill kicks oﬀ with a blind listening
session in which she plays compositions by both men and
women, questioning what we conceive as gender in music
through the ages. Lee Krasner’s masterful painting, Re-Echo,
is showcased during the performance. Audience members
are encouraged to drop in and listen for any length of time.

2-8 pm, Marly Room.
Free with museum admission.

OUR WALLS
JANUARY 24–30

Participate in a week-long community art display on the
front lawn of the MFA. Using Hughie Lee-Smith’s The Walls,
we invite adults and children to create a response to the
barriers that walls create in our everyday lives.

Free on the front lawn of the
Museum of Fine Arts.

Hughie Lee-Smith, American, 1915–1999, The Walls, 1954, Oil on board, 24 x 36 in.,
Art Bridges. © 2021 Estate of Hughie Lee-Smith / Licensed by VAGA at ARS, NY

SPIRAL FULL CIRCLE
JANUARY 27

Enjoy a multi-genre evening of performances celebrating
Spiral, a collective of Black artists formed in the mid-1960s
who navigated both the Civil Rights Movement and their
individual artistic practices.
Featured performing artists:
Tenea D. Johnson, author
Speculative ﬁction inspired by Emma Amos
Cranstan Cumberbatch, actor
Performance centered on Romare Bearden
Butch Thomas, musician
Musical suite inspired by Norman Lewis

7–9 pm, Marly Room. Free with museum admission.
Enjoy special pricing every Thursday after 5:00 pm. Admission for adults is only $10 after 5:00 pm

These programs are generously sponsored by

